Meeting called to order at 19:07

Present: Doug Hamer, Rob Simonds, Reg Savoie, John C. McLaughlin, Leandre Rousselle, Gordon Baird, Jeff Richardson, Fred Kennedy, Ernie Smith, Ken Akerley, Greg Pathridge, Mike Walton, Mario Godin, Maurice Godin, Alan Wood (Royal), Alan Peters, Jody Price.

Motion by Mike Walton, 2nd by Jeff Richardson to accept minutes of last meeting.

Financial Report

Convention / Fundraising committee: Don Moreau gave the financial report for the 2004 convention.  There was a deficit of approximately $7500. 

Comments concerning items brought up regarding the convention: 

· guest speaker not bilingual 

· ladies program not bilingual.  

Report on 2005 convention: Fred Kennedy and Don Moreau advised the Board of Directors that the Canadian Volunteer Fire Service Association are interested to be part of our convention. This item will be discussed with new business.  There was a request for special fun game for the ladies, also to be discussed in new business.

Health and Safety: nothing to report

Award Committee: Fred Kennedy reminded the members of the process for nomination to the Hall of Flame. The nominated member must have15 years of service, maximum 2 nominees per year, person nominating the member cannot be anonymous, and must look at the bylaw.

Training committee: Don Moreau reported that the school bus program is short buses.  He proposed that the NBAFC and the OFM try to get more buses (4) if possible. Fire Marshal will look in this matter.  

Jody Price, reported on the workshop, 50 % of the instructors are booked for next year.  Attendance on Saturday morning was not good. Suggestion to revamp the weekend need   perhaps extend to Sunday, with guest speaker on Saturday. There were 260 registered, with all comments positive. Doug commented on the excellent job carried out by the Training Committee. Rob Simonds questioned the over expenditure of the budget.  Rob Simonds asked why the MFCA is not involved. Perhaps we should look at involving the MFCA.  This matter will be looked into.  Jody suggested that we should charge an user fee and to send the attendance sheet to the fire department.

Hazmat committee: John explained there are some negotiations regarding the new format. Instead of having 5 heavy teams we will have 2 heavy and 3 light teams.   Trailers will be delivered in a few weeks to Moncton and Bathurst.  Government is looking to set up a JEPP program and an environment fund for the apparatus to haul the trailers.  Rob Simond explained that there is a lot of political problems due to the cost of recovery and liability.  Reg Savoie asked if there is a time frame for the implementation of the team. There is a concern for the response time of the heavy team to get to the incident.  Maurice  Godin asked why Bathurst is not covering the Acadian Peninsula. He was informed that Bathurst is not on board as yet.   Maurice suggested to get another department involved.  Rob Simonds reported that this is an expensive business.

Fire Prevention committee: Ernie Smith explained that their association had a meeting on Sept. 28, 2004.   The opening ceremony for fire prevention week was held in Caraquet, next year it will be in Edmunston.  Presently there is no regulation for homes; there have been 8 deaths this year up to now.

Volunteer Chiefs committee: Reg Savoie ask that each association nominate a representative of their association to assist on this committee

Permanent Fire Chief: nothing to report Chief E. Arseneault absent

Nomination committee: vacant

911-PSAP committee: nothing to report Chief C. Leblanc absent

License Plate committee: Gordon Baird there is 4840 firefighters registered and 1003 retired.

MFCA Association: Gordon Baird updated the members on the 2004 convention.

NBAFC Webmaster: Mario Durette absents, comment about Bill5 current legislation is on the province website

President: Doug Hamer – Discussion about Bill 5 for worker compensation related to cancer in the work place.  – Meeting 07/10/04 see minute attached, discussion regarding PSAP, - discussion about the training, we should have a meeting with Margaret Ann Blaney.  

There is a rumor that the Volunteer Focus Group report including LSD and Municipal will be moved in a few weeks,  

- training common stream, 

- liability, 

- benefit package for LSD 

- municipal FF, 

-Group health, 

-outerwear, 

-pension.

First Vice President: Reg Savoie nothing to report

Second Vice President: Rob Simonds nothing to report

Acadian Peninsula: Maurice Godin nothing to report

Chaleur: Mario Godin reported there is still a lack of training for officers also still not answers to the problems with PSAP.

Fundy: Jeff Richardson, they are winding down after Fire Prevention Week.  All schools were visited in their association.  There is rumor about amalgamation of LSD and the Fire Departments, it is just discussion for now.

Miramichi: Fred Kennedy, There is also rumors about amalgamation of LSD.  During Fire Prevention Week their association also visited the school, also they started to work on next year convention, as well as some training has taken place.

Northwest: Ken Akerley, problem with ADT alarm system. St.-Jacques are having recall problems with fire apparatus. They are still waiting for certificate from NBCC Miramichi. Leandre Rousselle advised there is a back log some were sent last week and there is presently a lack of resources.  They also have problem with DNRE about responding to calls or not.

Southeast: Greg Partridge, they had there last meeting in September they are asking if OFM will get away of the distribution of pamphlets due to the OFM website. John McLaughlin was negative to this request as there are other issues regarding the training.

Capital: Jody Price reported there is a problem with the new apparatus. There are a lot recalls and they have to wait a long time to get the problem fixed.  Also arrival time of the apparatus is an issue.

Central: Mike Walton, they were busy this summer with training, questions were asked to the Fire Marshal regarding fire reporting; is everyone filling out the reports as required.    Fire Department responding to Rescue and First Responder calls was discussed. Insurance for the department was discussed, John stated that they are covered, but ELG is slowing the process.

OFM:  John C. McLaughlin, - FSATC: Firefighter 1 has been separated in 5 blocks. The OFM website has information. Fire Reports are to be filled out for security alarms and false alarms.  John asked the NBAFC  have a representation on FSATC; will be discussed in new business.  The office of OFM will reissue the driver operator bulletin as per coroner report.  The OFM inspectors will be going to inspection services of Public Safety but they will still report to the Fire Marshal.  OFM is looking at establishing a representative to the Fire Marshal in each region and will be involved in incident command.

NBCC - Leandre Rouselle mentioned there is no staff available to assost Leon Ross and there is a need to have someone working with him.  The administrative assistant has been removed.  The NBCC is doing a reorganization to try to bring more students.  They have moved back to the forestry complex.  They are looking in scheduling training in the various regions.  They are doing an evaluation Leon Ross’s position due to the length of time of the accreditation process is taking.  Rob Simonds asked why they are not involved yet with the training of the permanent firefighters, answer is because of bureaucracy.  Leandre Rousselle needs a clear mandate from this group. John McLaughlin mentioned that he is totally dissatisfied with the process.

DNR-Jeff Betts mentioned that the department is in the process of restructuring, he is not sure if he will be involved with the association, right now he is not familiar with the problems that firefighters have with his department, but he mentioned that we should work together.  This has been a slow year for forest fires.  The EFF courses are going well and also the train the trainer program.  They will be looking at suggestions about having the theory part in the winter and the practical in the spring. Also to have the course restructured to be included in firefighter 1.

NBAFI- nobody to represent, John mentioned that the NBAFI are not able to deliver NFPA 1033 and the OFM is not recognizing the CFI course anymore.

Industrial Chiefs - Denis Dalphe absent.

Department of ELG –  nobody to represent.

Aboriginal – Alan Peters says that Indian Affairs will be paying for firefighter 1 course.  There is a resolution at the CCFM level for the number of deaths on aboriginal land.

New business

· Moved by Fred Kennedy and seconded by Reg Savoie that NBAFC training committee work on a mandate for pre-employment and accreditation as per annual meeting.  Motion carried.

· The Fire Marshal needs a support letter from NBAFC regarding the occupancy load in public places.

· Moved by Jody Price and seconded by Mike Walton that NBAFC set up a meeting with Minister Margaret Ann Blaney regarding issues on funding, apprenticeship program and transition on training.  Motion carried

· An update in writing on the issue of fire alarms to Minister Wayne Steeves regarding ADT and also to the Canadian Associations.

· Moved by Ernie Smith and seconded by Maurice Godin that the NBAFC strived to achieve 1 single identity to control administration, funding and training instead of three government bodies.  Motion carried

· Motion by Greg Partridge seconded by Jody Price that we combined CVFSA and the NBAFC conventions in Miramichi in 2005.

· Regarding fun games for the ladies program it was suggested that we bring it back in January after the directors do a survey in their associations.

· Moved by Jody Price and seconded by Ken Akerley that we asked MFCA to get involved with the annual training workshop.  Motion carried

· Request from International Fire Service Assistance Organization from Paul Jennings regarding Honduras First Responder Course. It was decided that we are not getting involved financially.

· Moved by Jody Price seconded by Greg Partridge that NBAFC executive look in hiring a person with government funding to do a survey of state of the fire service in New Brunswick in term of hiring.  Motion carried

· Train the trainer program for DNR incident command.

· Moved by Greg Partridge seconded by Maurice Godin that NBAFC have 2 people to represent us on the FSATC committee.  Motion carried

· Moved by Ernie Smith seconded by Fred Kennedy that NBAFC send a letter of support or encourage the association of gas operators to enhance the training of their staff where dispensing gas at self serve stations. Motion carried

· Moved by Ernie Smith seconded by Fred Kennedy that we financially support of the amount of $300.00 the NBAFPO to help to send a member to the Ontario Fire and life safety conference. 6 hi and 5 nay, motion carried

· Moved by Jody Price seconded by Rob Simonds that we support John  McLaughlin in his fundraising toward the National Fire and Life Safety Public Education Forum for the amount of $500.00.  Motion carried

· Moved by Reg Savoie seconded by Ken Akerley that NBAFC send a letter to ask ELG to change the Municipal Act to permit the Fire Department to be able to fine for false alarms.  Motion carried

· Motion to adjourn

