May 22, 2004 Volunteer Fire Chiefs Meeting – Moncton, N. B.

Chief Savoie introduced Mr. David Agnew of NB Power.

Mr. Dave Agnew from NB Power was invited to the meeting for questions from the floor.  He advised the membership that NB Power is presently working on a policy between NB Power and PMCC.  He agreed that communication between the fire fighter on scene and NB Power must be improved.

He reported that NB Power crews are on call 24 hour a day and are normally on location within 35 minutes of receiving the call.  He asked that when a fire officer is contacting PMCC for NB Power’s assistance to leave their name and telephone number with the dispatcher so they can give it to NB Power.  Mr. Agnew stated with this information staff  from NB Power can contact you by phone for further information and arrival time.

The ability of NB Power to remotely operate transmitters sites.  NB Power would ask for the department to identify the incident.  They are asking NBAFC to identify urgency.  The  1-800 emergency number is for fire department, ambulance and police only, this is not to be used to have power turned back on.

Chief Martin asked why the length of time.  Mr. Agnew stated during bad weather NB Power can receive 8 – 10 thousand calls.

It was also asked if there are EMO teams for power sites such as Belledune.  Mr. Agnew reported that it is the responsibility of the fire department stand by and protect the public home in the area.  He asked they stay away from the site and NB Power will deal with the equipment.  NB Power is the 1st reponse team for generator stations.  Mr. Agnew will look into the possibility of having staff at these stations.

Reconnect policy of NB Power is being looked at with the Office of the Fire Marshal and NB Power.  NB Power is presently developing an information package for people who move into a new home.  This should be ready within a few months.

There is training available for Fire Fighters through NB Power the department can call 506-458-4444 and ask for Chris Burns or email cburns@nbpower.com
The issue of planning a training session and being cancelled at the last minute by the staff of NB Power was brought to the floor.  This issue is to be looked into by Mr. Agnew.

Minutes of Volunteer Chief’s meeting May 2003 were read, Chief Savoie moved adoption of minutes of this meeting,  2nd Fred Kennedy, motion carried.

Chief Savoie reported on issues discussed at the April 3rd meeting

Committee Members 
 

Chief Savoie asked the group for additional members to the Volunteer Chiefs Committee.  Ray Godfrey has retired from the Fire Service and one member at least from each district would be best for the committee as each association would be represented and would bring their issues of concern to the members.  

A meeting was held in Fredericton this year on April  2004.  

Issues discussed:

· Chief Officer Training was requested.  It was confirmed by Leon Ross that this will be held in the 2004 workshop.  

· Recruitment & retention of volunteer fire fighters.

· Volunteer Chiefs are asking that the expansion of the living area for the hiring of volunteer fire fighters be looked at.

· Fire Service Act with Standard Operating Procedures. Chief Savoie stated this is an important issue to the NB Volunteer Fire Fighters.

· Red light issue was discussed and is supported by the committee for distribution to Chief Officers only.  

Canadian Volunteer Fire Fighter Association – Fred Kennedy brought members up to date, no questions asked.

Chief Martin thanked the Executive and Board members of the NBAFC for the work done in order to have to the hours of training for Level 1 amended.  This change will assist the fire departments in the recruitment of volunteer fire fighters.

Volunteer Chiefs are asking the opportunity to utilize the Provincial Service for the Photo ID equipment for the Volunteer Fire Fighter. Fire Marshal agreed with this will look into this request.

President Doug Hamer reported that Bill C325 was denied however the association will continue to work on this issue, as this bill will be going back to the house.  He asked the members to start calling their MLA’s.  

Leandre Rousselle informed the members the newly developed New Brunswick Fire Fighter Training Standard books are available at the booth area, along with an information pamphlet of the September Workshop 2004.  

Wild land Fire Fighting – Chief Martin reported on a situation which occurred in their area.  When DNR staff arrived they sent some of the volunteers fire fighters home and kept three members.  When the fire was extinguished DNR left and left three fire fighters to clean up.  Paul Gilmore of DNR could not explain the results of this incident.  However he stated communication with DNR people regarding this incident will take place as well as discussing the issue of staff being sent home.  Chief Guitar stated that when his department arrives at a fire he will not send staff home.  Paul Gilmore stated the mandate of DNR is to assess the needs of the scene and to assess the manpower and equipment, then once the fire was contained that would be the time to send home volunteer fire fighters.  Chief Guitard agreed that once the fire was under control he had no problem sending men home.  Chief Savoie asked Paul Gilmore to speak with his staff, should he not be able to come up with a solution then the association would have to go higher in DNR.  Paul Gilmore agreed this will definitely be brought to his office for attention.

Chief Hamer reported that the association is negotiating with Provincial Government regarding the new policy of DNR.

Red Lights for Volunteers – Chief Goodwin updated the members on the  statistics received from other provinces regarding indicator lights.  Chief Goodwin asked the NBAFC to pursue the issue of indicator lights to the Volunteer Chief Officers.  Chief Martin cautioned the Volunteers towards the use of these lights and the possible cost of higher insurance rates.  Chief Goodwin stated the motor vehicle act is still under enforcement whether you have lights or not and does not give the responder permission to go through stop signs and or speed.  Chief of Debec Fire department asked if these lights would be made mandatory. Chief Goodwin stated this is the decision of the department. 

Chief Ulysse Brideau asked the members why  the volunteer fire fighters are being trained in 1st Responder when they are being informed by their LSD member that they cannot use defibrillators. Ben Laroche stated that the municipality is responsible for their workers.  This has been brought to government officials but no answer has been received as yet.  Fire Marshal stated until the province gets a fire service act there will be no change.  He stressed that the Office of the Fire Marshal works under the Fire Prevention Act, however he stated their strong support to the Fire Service and is hoping there is a development of a Fire Service Act.  

The Fire Marshal thanked the group for the work carried out by the fire service.  Annual report of the Fire Marshal was presented to the group and is available in both languages at the OFM booth area.  The Fire Marshal also thanked his staff and the staff of the NBCC for the work they have done over the past year.  Chief Martin asked of the status of the older members taking Level 1 training.  He feels that the older members with their experience in fire fighter should have a certificate that they are recognized as Level 1 Fire Fighters and would not be required to take the present training for Level 1 FF.
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