ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MAY 22, 2004

MONCTON, N. B.

Minutes of May 2003 meeting were read, moved for adoption of minutes by Don Moreau, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Financial Report – Motion to accept report Frank Guitar, 2nd Ken Akerley, On the question Chief Simonds asked why the decrease in expenditures for 2003 compared to 2002.  Higher training committee expense, Convention Cost and Committee expenses were reported, Motion carried.

Committee Reports – Legislation  

Resolution 2004 – 1  - Support to NBCC be the primary delivery agent of NFPA certified or IFSAC accredited training in the province. Gordon Baird moved for adoption, 2nd Sandy McKinnon, on the question, Jody Price explained that this resolution was brought to the table due to budget restraints and wants the NBAFC to lobby government for addition funding and training sites to be set up in the Province. It was asked by Chief Simonds if the Fire Marshal would support this resolution. The Fire Marshal confirmed his agreement to this resolution. Motion carried.

Resolution 2004 – 2 Accredited Pre Employment Program – Attrition of Career fire fighters and hiring of volunteer fire fighters.    Gordon Baird moved adoption of this resolution, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Resolution 2004 – 3 – Occupancy Load Standing room – submitted by NBAFPO, moved by Gordon Baird, 2nd Eric Arsenault, motion carried.

Constitution & By Law – moved adoption of By-Law # 11 Term of Office, 2nd Greg Patridge, motion carried.

Fund Raising – Don Moreau reported that Fenety Campaign brought in $ 62,879.20 a reduction of approximately $ 10, 000.00 from 2002.  The association receives a net profit of one third of money raised.  From this profit cheques were issued in the amount of $ 2,000.00 to each region. Motion to continue and support the Marketing Campaign, 2nd Fred Kennedy, motion carried.  President Hamer asked Don Moreau to continue with the Convention Committee.

Health & Safety – Mario Godin reported they are still waiting for an answer to a resolution they submitted two years ago.

Awards Committee – Fred Kennedy reported there were no nominations for awards for 2004.  President Hamer suggested that the members go back to their association and get names into F. Kennedy.  

Training Committee – D/C Jody Price expressed his gratitude and thanks to the members of the committee for the work that they have committed to over the past year.

The Committee has been working on the following items:

· Reviewed the Fire Serviced Instructor NFPA 1041 Standard. 

· Process of developing the curriculum for the Fire Service Drive Operator

· Planning for the September workshop in Miramichi

Motion by Jody Price to accept report, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Haz Mat Committee – Chief  Simonds reported on the regional conditions.  The contract has been signed by the City of Fredericton.  The City of Saint John, Moncton, Bathurst and Edumundston are currently looking the all issues involved.  Chief Simonds did inform the members that there is a commitment to provide Provincial Haz Mat Response.  Chief Simonds moved adoption of report, 2nd Charles LeBlanc, motion carried.

NBAFPO – Fire Prevention Committee – Chief Ernie Smith has taken over the position of President of the NBAFPO.  He was not available for a report.

Permanent Chiefs – Chief Arsenault reported this committee is comprised of 17 department.  Three meetings held through out the year and discussion was focused on the

· State of Labor relations

· Training

· E91 Dispatching

· Haz Mat

· Fitness for fire fighters upon hiring and maintain fitness

· DNR required training and coverall acquisition

Moved by Eric Arsenault for adoption of this report, 2nd Rob Simonds, Motion carried.

Industrial Chiefs – Denis Dalpé reported on items of discussion for the Industrial Chiefs are:

· Fire Prevention Education

· Training NFPA 100, 1001, 1081.  1081 has been accepted and they will be working under this standard.

· One new member has been accepted to the Industrial Chiefs Membership

Moved for adoption of report by Denis Dalpé, 2nd Maurice Blancette, Motion carried.

Volunteer Chiefs – Chief Savoie advised there had been one meeting held throughout the year and again asked the membership for their consideration of joining the committee. Chief Savoie stated that he hoped all items discussed at the Volunteer Chiefs meeting of this date will be worked on to satisfy everyone. Moved for adoption Reg Savoie, 2nd Frank Guitar. Motion carried.

ESD Committee – Chief Hamer reported there has been no meetings held this year.  NBAFC has not had an active role other than the document regarding fire dispatch.  To date there is no knowledge on the 911 review.

Ad Hoc Committees

1st Responder – Ron Branscombe reported that a proposal has been sent to government and no reply has been received to date.

LSD Apparatus Committee – Norman Thibadeau reported on the meeting held and the review of equipment on vehicles that are 15-20 years old.  Department of Transportation was also a part of this meeting.  The committee is preparing a series of items that a mechanic will be able to look at.  Another venue the committee is trying to develop is to have the Department of Transportation mechanics work on the apparatus, this will standardize repair, however the OFM is still waiting for a reply.

PSAP 911 – Chief LeBlanc reported on meetings held throughout the year.  There have been a few changes in dispatching however due to the change in government officials delays have occurred.  The committee is still pushing to have the dispatch in one location.  Doug Hamer reported that the Provincial 911 form is on the web site and asked the members to send in problems of concern.    Mario Durette stated that a copy of this form will go to the NBAFC for tracking of the problems.

President Hamer reported on the issues of the CAFC regarding finances.  It was decided that a representative from the NBAFC would not be attending the conference this year. 

 Other areas of discussion:

· NBAFC Web site and asked the members to use it.  He stated that if your department does not have a computer to please contact the Office of the Fire Marshal.  

· President stressed the importance of working together.

· Training has been completed regarding hours of Level 1 training.

· Security Alarms – this issue is on going.

· Auditor General report – discussion is on-going regarding the need to co-operate between EMO and the Fire Service.

Fire Marshal John McLaughlin expressed his gratitude to the New Brunswick Fire Fighters and the OFM will continue to give financial support to the fire service.  

He reported there was 8 people who have died in fires since January this year. Radio ads will be carried out regarding the use of candles and cigarettes.  A copy of the annual report has been sent out to all departments in the province.

Department Employment Training & Development – Leandre Rousselle thanked everyone for the job which has been done over the past year.  A special thanks went to Leon Ross for the excellent work he has been doing.

Other items reported:

· over 300 fire fighters have received their Level 1 and 11 training

· close to 450 firefighters registered for the workshop in 2003.

· Haz Mat training for instructors “Awareness & Operations” was carried out

· 1041 standard for instructors was carried out

· NBCC is now a member of IFSAC.

Department of Natural Resources – Paul Gilmore reiterated the comments made at the Volunteer Chiefs meeting of this date.  He again advised the members of the training hours required for the Wild land Fire Fighter Training and he will also look into the availability of coveralls for the departments to purchase.

1st VP – Don Moreau commented on his time in the Association and thanked the Board members for allowing him to complete his term as 1st Vice President.  

ELG – no report

Nominating committee – Chief Arsenault reported that this committee was comprised of Chief Jeff Richardson, Chief Mario Godin.  Chief Arsenault asked for nominations from the floor , no names were recommended, moved by Eric Arsenault that Chief Rob Simonds be elected as 2nd Vice Preisdent by acclamation. 

New Business 

Contact for Haz Mat Team – Norman Thibodeau stated the fire service is still 1st responder when arriving at the scene.  The Fire Service is to contact PMCC  and request call out for assistance.  A standard procedure is being developed for the fire service.

Motion made by Mario Godin that the NBAFC lobby Government officials against cuts to emergency service positions, 2nd Ryan Coply, motion carried.

Chief Arsenault stated that the NBAFC is the voice of the Fire Service but we are not speaking load enough. Chief Arsenault stated we all have MLA’s to speak with. He suggested that top issues of concern be forwarded for insertion on the web site.

Reg Light Issue –   Chief Guitard recommended that the indicator light proposed for the Volunteer Chief Officers be red in colour as this is a colour that is known to the Citizens.  Motion by Chief Guitard that any member with Chief in their title be permitted to operated their vehicle with a red light and/or siren, 2nd Fred Kennedy.  Chief Goodwin asked for representation from all associations and he offered to go forward with this item. Motion carried.

Moved by Chief Arsenault to adjourn, 2nd Fred Kennedy, motion carried.

