NEW BRUNSWICK ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

ASSOCIATION CHEFS POMPIERS DU NOUVEAU-BRUNSWICK

MEETING APRIL 23, 24, 2004

MONCTON, N. B.

Present:

President: Doug Hamer



Leandre Rousselle, DTED

2nd VP Reg Savoie



Leon Ross, DTED

1st VP Don Moreau



Paul Gilmore, DNR

Mario Godin




Alan Peters

Past President Gordon Baird


Mike Walton

Tim Nickerson




Maurice Godin


Greg Partridge




Fred Kennedy

Ben Laroche – OFM



Jeff Richardson

Norman Thibideau-OFM





Pierre Zundel, Chairman Haz Mat Committee

Motion by Gordon Baird to accept minutes of January 2004as submitted, 2nd Greg Patridge, on question, reported two amendments to reflect one nay vote on each section for the Boucher Case and the NBAFPO request for funding to send member to Ontario, motion carried.

Convention 2004 – Karen Siliker of RFD updated the members on the upcoming conference.  Karen reported that the mandate for the committee was to stay on budget.

Presentation from Leandre Rousselle NBCC Miramichi Fire Fighter Program – This document will be inserted on the web site of the NBCC.  They will also have a booth at the conference for any questions.

Constitution & By-Law – Term of Office Recommendation will be presented at annual meeting.

Health & Safety – Mario Godin reported that union representatives have been contacted regarding various issues and will be presented at a later date. Doug Hamer reported discussion has been held regarding the Cancer Bill however no information has been received as yet.

Awards Committee – Fred Kennedy reported there are no nominations for this year.

Haz Mat Committee – Pierre Zundel reported that an issue of concern is for the volunteer fire fighters responding to a Haz Mat incident.  He stressed that a guideline has to be developed for the call out of a Haz Mat Team.  Norman Thibideau stated there are guidelines being developed and asked that a meeting be held with Pierre Zundel, Lawrence Burden and Jody Price to discuss these guidelines in detail.  Pierre noted the Haz Mat Committee was formed to receive formal terms of reference regarding quality criteria in terms of the fire service.  Question is who is dispatching the teams.  Norman Thibedeau noted that all instruction would be sent out from the Province once signed by PMCC.  There will be a call out number, which will go directly to PMCC and they determine, what regional team will respond.  Doug Hamer asked if the Police will be trained, Norman confirmed this training would be done and should be completed this year.

Training Committee – Jody Price

Areas being looked at:

· Instructor Review Committee NFPA 1041 – Committee reviewing the Fire Service Instructor NFPA 1041 standard

· Driver Operator Committee – committee developing the curriculum for the Fire Service Driver Operator.

· Fire Service Training Workshop – Plans for September workshop in Miramichi is underway.  Next meeting will include bringing the primary instructors for each session to Miramichi for a planning meeting.

Jody asked if any departments had spare equipment that they wish to get rid of the training committee would appreciate it.  One major requirement is storz fittings.  Board members should check with their area departments to inquire for such equipment.

OFM Fire Service Training Standards Committee – OFM web site gives a lot of information regarding the training committee.  

Fire Prevention NBAFPO Tim Nickerson reported that Fire Chief Ernie Smith has been elected President of this Association.  Tim will be the alternate for Ernie should he not be able to attend all board meetings.

Tim updated the members on the annual seminar held.  He advised that the NFPA 96 standard course is being looked at for training.  Fire Chief for the day was held in conjunction with Oromocto Fire Department. Tim extended his thanks to the members for their assistance.  A resolution is being prepared to address the Occupant Load for likened establishments.  The NBAFPO and the OFM has held a meeting with HRDC regarding inspections on 1st Nation property public buildings, still a gray area.

There will be a Fire fighter essay contest this year.  NBAFPO made a motion to accept this program and they are looking at a Fire Prevention contest in the field of education.  

EMS – Doug Hamer received a document proposing a Paramedic Act.  A copy of this document will be sent to all directors.  

Nominating Committee – 1 position for nomination 1st Vice President.

ESD Committee – Letter will be sent to the Minister to inquire if they will be meeting in the future.

LSD Apparatus Committee – meetings have been held regarding the question “what could be done with older apparatus regarding inspections”.  Suggested the commercial vehicle enforcement should be reviewed in the field of just what the mechanic is to look for.

Permanent Chiefs – Minutes of past meeting distributed to the Board members.

Volunteer Chiefs – Reg Savoie reported on the past meeting in April.  NB Power representative Dave Agnew will be present at the next meeting.  Minutes distributed to the Board members.  

· Volunteer Chiefs asked that a workshop on leadership be held in September instead of the Brain Storming session. 

· Fire Fighter Training hours has also been approved.

· Issue of red lights was discussed among the Chiefs and it is felt that lights should be made available to the Fire Officer, i.e. Chief and Deputy Chief.  Reg stated other provinces in Canada are using green lights.  Ben Laroche advised that the OFM is doing a survey regarding lights.

· The possibility of a Fire Service Act has been requested from the Volunteer Chiefs in regards to equipment

License Plate Committee – there are 4812 names on the database for plates. Protocol for fire fighter plates is on the web of the NBAFC.  All amendments to the fire departments list are to be sent quarterly on the 15th of each month. January 15,April 15, September 15, December 15. Please ensure that name and full address is made available.

Doug Hamer reported that the NBAFC web is on line and Mario Durette is doing an excellent job.  The policy for the acquisition of School Buses for extrication training will be on the web as well.   

Classified Advertisement section is also available to the departments on the web site.

President’s report – Doug Hamer

· Finalizing arrangements with our Webmaster to upgrade the website including the NB 9-1-1 complaint form is now on line.

· Dealing with media on five occasions on various fire service issues (i.e. 911, wild land firefighting)

· Meeting with Minister Steeves to informally discuss the government issues, including wild land issues.  No response

· Interceded with Minister Steeves regarding the attempt by Mel Vincent to become involved in pre-employment issue; got it stopped.

· Met with Ernie McGillvary, EMO Director regarding more of a relation with EMO.  Courses, training for members, etc.

· Met with President of Nova Scotia Fire Service Association Tom Bremner on March 11, 2004 to discuss initiatives each Association were involved with.

· Attended Permanent Chief meeting Feb 18, 2004.

· Met with NB Power in Fredericton regarding continuing discussions (Feb 24) on NB Power response to emergency.

1st Vice President – Don Moreau

· Updated the members on the availability of School Buses for Extrication Training.

2nd Vice President – Reg Savoie

· Questioned the fees for the conference.  Registration is showing cost for single and couple it was agreed that one price be set. This will be looked into for further conferences.

Regional Directors Reports

Acadian Peninsula – Maurice Godin reported the Fire Fighter 1 has been held. Exams will be written in May. Annual meeting will be held in Bertrand in June.

Capital District – Jody Price reported their focus is on training.  Training is being held at the Forestry Complex.  Fire Fighter 1 & 11 is being done.  Haz Mat Awareness will be held the end of May.  Chief Harry Farrel held a one-day workshop.  Jody has received comments that the 911-complaint form is difficult to complete and is the main reason why departments are not sending them in. He suggested this form be amended to be more “User friendly”.

Central Valley – Mike Walton reported twelve instructors are being trained with four being certified.  Fire Fighter 1 training will commence in May.

Chauleur District – Mario Godin reported on issues with NB911 regarding telephone pole fires.  When asked to contact NBPower dispatch advises them to call.  

Discussion on the Privacy Act regarding distribution of fire report should be looked into for LSD areas.  

Question as to the length of time it takes for fire departments to received the certificates regarding Level 1 certification.  Leon Ross report there has been some problems with the registrar.  This is being looked at.

Mario also noted the cost of Hepatitis B shots that is the responsibility of the Fire Fighter.

Fundy District – Jeff Richardson   

· the closure of the MSR offices in their region.

· Celebration being planned with USA. There will be Incident Command Training with US officials prior to this celebration.

Miramichi Valley Fred Kennedy – 

· Association has requested a meeting with Stephen Tule regarding wild land fire fighter.  

· The Association has reported approximately $ 70,000.00 donated to the hospital.

· Fire Fighter games are scheduled for May 1.

Royal District – Tim Nickerson reported on behalf of Ron Branscombe.

· Fire Departments feel that past training should count for credit and not have to challenge the exams (ie: Auto Extrication) for Level 11 Fire Fighter.

Northwest District – Don Moreau on behalf of Ken Akerley

· Extrication training with school buses is being held

· Officer training session will be held May 8 along with Block 1 Fire Fighter at the end of May eary June.

Southeastern FF District – Greg Patridge noted his issues have been discussed.

Industrial Chiefs – no report

NBAFI – report will be given at May conference.

DNR – Paul Gilmore reported meetings have been held with fire service training standards committee.  Fire Fighter Wild land Training was discussed.  DNR is holding training with various departments in the province.  EFF training has been under controversy.  This training is a requirement for fire fighters who will be placed on DNR mandate.  Paul Gilmore stated the DNR are not working against NB Fire Department.  Fire Suits required for outside Cities or Towns is an issue of safety.  Rates have increased for fire assistance in the new system.  Burning Permit call line is for small fires only and is not considered for grass fires.  DNR and NBAFPO will be meeting for a plan of prevention related to grass fires.

DNR was approached by Lawrence Burden of Fredericton requesting the use of DNR’s water station should a Haz Mat incident occur.  Paul Gilmore stated that DNR would gladly help the fire service in any way. Paul also thanked the NBAFC for the opportunity of being part of this Board.  A link of the DNR web will be inserted on the NBAFC website.

Unfinished Business – Boucher case appeal was lost and the last payment was paid to Mr. Boucher.

Logo contest – 3 entries received, Moved by Jody Price 2nd Tim Nickerson to accept the Salisbury logo.

Service Cuts to MSR – motion by Greg Patridge, 2nd Jody Price to send correspondence to Government regarding this action. Motion carried.

OFM – Ben Laroche 

· Contest being developed for volunteer fire fighter recruitment.

· The annual report is ready. The office is waiting for the Minister’s signature and should be ready for distribution by conference date.

· NBAFI discussion are on-going

· 911- review is moving ahead and should go to Government this session.

· NBAFC recommendations are moving ahead and to the Minister.

CAFC – moved by Greg Patridge to follow President Hamer’s recommendation that the NBAFC will not be sending a representative to the annual meeting, 2nd Gordon Baird, motion carried.

Motion by Tim Nickerson that the NBAFC contribute $ 100.00 towards Fire Prevention Award, 2nd Fred Kennety, Motion carried.

Executive Director Position – Doug Hamer stated we need someone to lobby in Fredericton as he feels the Association is not being heard. Motion by Greg Patridge to allow the President to look into the feasibility to have a lobbying representative for the NBAFC, 2nd Tim Nickerson, Question: Jody Price commented that the Board should be working closer together on issues of the fire service. Motion carried.

Mario Godin moved for adjournment, 2nd Fred Kennedy, Motion carried.
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