NEW BRUNSWICK ASSOCIATION FIRE CHIEF

Minutes of Volunteer Chiefs meeting May 29, 2010

Meeting called to order 9:50 AM May 29, 2010
Minutes of May 2009 were read. There was one amendment for correction in name of Keswick Fire Department to Keswick Ridge fire department, motion by  Charles Kavanaugh to accept  minutes as read with the noted amendment , 2nd Quinten  McGrath St. Anne Regional, motion carried.
Minutes of Volunteer Chiefs meeting which was held in Miramichi were read to the members. Motion by to accept minutes as read by Jim Scouton, Village of Gagetown, 2nd Charlie Kavanaugh, motion carried.
Fire Marshal Benoit Laroche reported the MIC for Red Lights has been completed however this issue remains on hold until the new government comes in power in September.
Local Service Assistant – ID cards are presently being developed and correspondence has been sent out to the members to explain how the process will be done through Service NB. 
Fire Marshal also reported on the various courses which have been held through this past year.  Fire Investigation and 1st responder were some of the programs offered and should anyone wish this training to be done please contact their Training coordinators.
The Fire Reporting system has been the major invent of the office this year.  The system is working very well however reports are very slow.  This is due to the server and has been reported as of last week that this problems should be rectified by the end of the summer.  Discussion took place on the time it takes to fill out a report.   A quick save icon would was suggested in order that the reporting officer can leave the incident report and come back to it later.  Stacy Cooling Fire Reporting Officer for the OFM informed the members that when they make an incident report and fill in all the mandatory fields (in red) they can save the report.  It remains “Active” in draft format until they “Approve” the report.  It remains on the FIRS system as active until approved then the report then moves to the “Complete” Status.  Also the addressing system through 911 is not consistent with our areas.  Fire Chief Jim Scouton reported that when he request the Village of Gagetown ,Hwg 2 does not come up.  It is Jemseg which appears.  
WSNB Information Heart Attack - The Fire Marshal stated there is presently an issue where they are looking for the information of what the member did prior to the heart attack.  With this reporting system the information will be available at all times.  He informed the members it is important to have every incident reported on line.  The Fire Marshal informed the members if they have any questions do not hesitate to contact the office of the Fire Marshal at 453-2004.  Recommendations received from the fire service are being looked at, however the programming of this system is presently being worked on so a report will be available for 2010. The Fire Marshal informed the membership that the Fire Prevention act requires a report on every call that a department response to and if the fire chief does not feel comfortable using computers to please have one of their members complete these reports.
Fire Prevention Act and the WSNB Compensation Act is on the government web site.  Booklets have been developed and have been distributed the NB Fire Service.
Off Road Rescue – The Fire Marshal reported this is a government issue and a sub-committee has been established to work on this matter.  A survey has been carried out to determine the equipment which is presently in the fire departments.  He stated that some departments are not reporting all the equipment that they presently have within their department.  He asked the members to go to the OFM booth and check the survey sheets to ensure the proper equipment is listed for their department.  The sub -committee will be meeting again to look at the Government strategy for off road rescue and this issue will not be forgotten by government.  It is a top priority.
Training for Propane Emergencies – The Fire Marshal informed the membership on the course which is available for the fire service for Propane Emergencies.  He referred to the situation which happened in Lameque, N. B.  This course is a  six hour course and information can be obtained through http://propanegas.ca
Rescue Vehicle – Local Government will not purchase any rescue vehicle that has seating in the back for fire service members due to the safety of the member.  Deputy Fire Marshal Norman Thibodeau reported the seats will remain in the back of the vehicle and are to be used for rehab purposes only.     Truck Committee member Gary McCarthy Dorchester Fire Department reported the new Rescue vehicles will have a four door enclosed cab with a drop down seat inside the back of the vehicle.  The crew cab will be outfitted with seat belts for all members.
The Fire Marshal was asked why he did not action the motion on the floor of the 2009 meeting   strongly urging the Office of the Marshal to immediately issue a memo, clarifying that the use of seat belts in the rear or rescue trucks, is clearly federal jurisdiction and further that there is nothing in federal, provincial or NFPA standards to prevent fire fighters to ride in the rear or a rescue truck provided they are seat belted.  The Fire Marshal stated he was not aware of this request.  President Jody Price reported this is not the fault of the Fire Marshal; due to the fact that when the NBAFC adopted the Volunteer Chiefs committee it was recommended that Government officials not be present at these meetings unless invited to attend.   Chairman John Magee asked the membership if they would like to change this procedure and have Government officials take part in their meetings. It was agreed by the membership that Government Officials should attend the Volunteer Chiefs annual meeting to enhance communication between both parties.
Vehicle Weight - GVW weight which is the official weight of the truck space design and the weight should never be over this GVW weight.  


 Fire Marshal reported on correspondence received from Work SafeNB reporting on an investigation of a work place accident of a fire fighter’s vehicle responding to an accident.  The recommendation of the Accident review committee also recommended advising the members of traffic control measures to protect the employees.  The Fire marshal suggested this training could perhaps be looked into for the yearly workshop.
A member from the floor asked if propane training could be made available “in house”. The Fire Marshal will look into this for them.
Tax Credit for Volunteer Fire Fighters – Members are concerned with the amount of time it is taking to get answers.  It was stated that this seems to be pushed aside and as new government comes in it starts all over again.  President Jody Price explained it is presently being worked on and the amount is now $3,000.00 regardless of source, meaning no matter where you work you can claim this $ 3,000.00. When the time is right SUMMA will come to the NBAFC and there will be a letter writing campaign which will be sent to the local MP.  President Price stated when the email comes to the Chief, he is to take action and have all his members sign this document and send separate letters to their MP.  President Price stated the more letters sent will help in getting this issue pushed through.
Chief William Hopkins inquired which form should be sent to Work Safe NB for a member who has cancer.  President Price informed him that Form 67.  He also informed Chief Hopkins this form will go through two levels once received by the Compensation Board.  The Cancer member does not fall in the same level as the member being injured at work.  President Price stated the first report will be refused when it comes in under the Cancer reporting; however send it back and from there it will fall to the level two for action.
One member reported that self employed members who are volunteer fire fighters will collect wages if they are injured while working for their department. 
One member asked if the department can be refunded the $ 444.00 payment to WSNB if a new member decides to leave after two months of employment.  The Fire Marshal stated this money stays with WSNB.  Retention of Fire Fighters is a topic which should be looked into.
Jason Hatt suggested the use of Reporting system for members to be integrated with license plate update. Fire Fighter License Plate Draft Policy will be presented at the annual General Meeting.
Off Road Rescue – John Magee asked the members to press hard and loud to their Government representative for the off road rescue to become a reality.  This is frustrating to the departments.  He did comment on the campaign presently going on the SPCA, oxygen for animals when the department has to wait for rescue of our citizens we have to sit and wait.  Thierry Arseneau, Director of Local Government reported that Local Government, Ambulance Service and Public Safety are working hard on the issue.  Equipment and Training has to be looked at.  Mr. Arseneau reported the present Municipality Act allows for Fire Protection it does not cover off road rescue.  Legislation does not give the Minister the right just to say yes to this request it must go to legislation.  This topic is on the radar and will not be forgotten.  
Fire Chief Wells Chapman Local Government allows basic first aid would it be possible to receive advanced first aid.  Also Chief Chapman stated there is no budget for retention of fire fighters.  Chief Chapman is asking for funds to be put in LGO budget to cover these expenses.  
Standardization of MSR – Thierry Arseneau reported his office is presently reviewing the guidelines   with the Local Government representatives.   The discrepancies between departments are being looked at.  
Motion to adjourn Fire Chief Jim Scouton, Village of Gagetown 2nd Charles Kavanaugh , motion carried
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