Meeting with Volunteer Fire Chiefs


Saturday, March 21, 2010

NBCC Miramichi

Attendance:
Frank Guitar – Belledune



- Saint-Antoine

Adelbert Doucet – Allardville



Gerald Martin – St-Basile

Raymond LeBlanc – Memramcook


Adam Russell – Nashwaak Valley

Kent Steeve – Elgin




Brian Spencer – Upper Miramichi

Garry Steeves – Elgin




Jerry Rousselle - Juniper

Julien Ouellette – Val D’Amour


Bernard Benoit - Lameque
Robert Farrell – North Lake



Jamie Dale - Penobsquis
Maurray E Crouse- Upper Kingsclear


Milburn Rossiter - Penobsquis
Joerg Soetebeer – Canterbury


Ligouri Turbide – Baie Ste-Anne
Marc Pitre – Rogersville



Jim Scouten – Village of Gagetown
JoAnne Colford – Stanley



Daniel Duguay - Beresford
Blackville





Pierre Godin - Neguac
Kay Colford – Stanley




Dave Gallant – St-Paul
George LeBlanc – St-Paul
John Magee started the meeting by welcoming everyone and is pleased with the amount of people present.

Purpose of the meeting:
The purpose of this meeting is to get as many Fire Chiefs or representatives to this volunteer Committee to get as many brainstorming before the meeting in May.

Leon Ross introduced himself and talked about last year’s convention’s issues.
John will email the Office of the Fire Marshal to give them an update of this meeting.

Raymond talked about the issues that were already brought up to the government. 

Such as: 

3 days compensation

Red light issue

·  Off Road Rescue  

· Off road rescue is not available anymore.

· Raymond had a meeting with Public Safety last week to discuss this issue and the government took it very seriously. The decision is to be made by the end of June.
· There is a Rescue Committee to define the rescues.
· In order to receive a Firefighter I certificate, the firefighter needs to have Standard First Aid. The question was asked: Why does it require First Responders training if they’re not allowed to use that service?

· It was mentioned that the government will need more LSD to report to them regarding this issue.

Raymond will take this following question to the Office of the Fire Marshal:
If you have a heart attack after your duty, are you still covered under this act of cancer legislation?

John read some emails that he received from fire departments that couldn’t make it to the meeting.
Topics were the following:

· Firefighter License plates: There are people who are no longer firefighters but still have a firefighter plate. If someone renews their license plates online, Service NB will not check if you’re still a firefighter but they will check if you go at the Service NB office to have it renewed. Something should be done to control this issue.

· Red lights and siren

· $500.00 tax (There is no tax credit in this Province)

· Truck Committee

· Weight (Questions about truck weights will be brought to the board)

How to retain and recruit Firefighters: Maybe add a page on the website with ideas of how to retain and recruit firefighters.
Someone talked about communication. He feels that there is a bad communication in Fire Service. He would like to have a Protocol book that would come from Fredericton and that everyone would follow the same protocols. 

He also feels that firefighter I training is a little too strict. If someone misses a course, he can’t write the exam. He would like to have the course available online, for those who aren’t able to attend one evening or even have a full course online. He don’t like the idea of the 40 hours practical
Other topics were discussed:

· Officer courses for firefighter once a year.

· Membership Firefighter cards to identify them.

· Try to have one representative from each association to sit on this committee and have meeting as requested. A motion was made and passed that each association will provide one member each to be on this committee and they will meet at least twice a year.
· Raymond will find out what happens to a self-employed when it comes to Workers Compensation.

· LSD: Should be able to have a list of guidelines and expenses. Every LSD’s should have the same guidelines.
· Sideway seating in Rescue Vehicles

· Telemarketing calls: Is there something we can do to get rid of this?

John Magee ended the meeting by thanking everyone for their presence and comments.
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