Volunteer meeting called to order – 09:00 hours May 24, 2009

Motion by Yvon Pelletier, 2nd Raymond Leblanc to accept the minutes as read of the 2008 Volunteer Chiefs meeting, motion carried
Business from minutes

Red Light report – presently under consultation process under the Fire Marshal’s authority reviewed and a memorandum is presently being developed and will be sent to government’s executive council.  

Cancer legislation has also been carried out and is presently in the hands of the government for legislation.
John Magee apologized to the members for sending out correspondence which was not translated.  Three emails were received from departments regarding red light issue.  John mention he received a question of a self employed member who would get hurt, where does he stand with WSNB.  John reported there is an Insurance policy under LSD which would cover the member.

John reminded the members of the survey which the OFM is requesting to be filled out for the opportunity of volunteer firefighters receiving tax break.  This is an important issue and benefit for the volunteer service.  John reiterated the necessity of filling out the survey, advising the fire marshal has a booth in the supply area.
OFM – Fire Marshal Ben LaRoche

The fire marshal stated he and his staff are pleased to be attending the conferences and assisting the NBAFC.  Fire Marshal stated there was 28 departments which have filled out the survey, fire marshal asked the members to go to the booth to complete this survey.

The Fire Marshal reporting on the fire deaths in 2008, he stated this is a high number and with education he is hoping this number will decrease.
Bulletin 2009 – 01-  He asked the members to pick up one of these bulletins at the registration area.

Fire Marshal also advised the members of a document which is at the front desk reporting on the death of two Quebec fire Fighters.  He stated it is a very interesting document with pertinent information for the fire service.
Fire marshal thanked the members for participating in the nuisance alarm.  Reports have been issued to the departments.  Recommendations from information received is education on the use of these alarms.  Correspondence has been sent to six major companies and asked them to send their educational material so his office could look at the information.  This is not only a provincial problem it is a problem all over the country.

Cancer Legislation Bill 12  – It has been recommended and approved that this will be called the Fire Fighters Compensation Act.  Fire Marshal reported that had the province gone under the WSNB act the cost was over 30M dollars.  A committee was struck comprising of Government Municipalities, members of the NBAFC and Public Safety.  A resolution was agreed to and the cost per fire fighter per year will be approximately $ 450.  This will go through legislation in the spring session of this year.  

This act will be two part one part recording – name of each fire fighter with start date and finish date must be recorded and must be kept for 60 years.  In addition to this there is another section that the Fire Chief must record the name of the member who attends each  emergency.  These reports must be completed within 14 days of the emergency.  A booklet will be distributed to all fire departments for information.  Chief Maurice Bujold asked when are they required to give the names of their members under this new act.   Fire Marshal stated the list is to be sent to WSNB each year.  From this list an invoice will be sent to the Government and or Municipalities. Charles Kavanaugh asked who would be responsible for the $ 450.00 fee.  If it is the Municipality he feels his municipality would be recommending lay off of fire fighters which is something his department cannot afford.  This question will be answered when it goes through legislation.  Mario Durette asked who would be keeping the names for 60 years.  Fire Marshal stated this will be kept at the government level, public safety with the assistance of the IT people.  Gerald Martin Northwest asked how they would be recording the member’s names.  Fire Marshal stated this would be made as user friendly as possible.   Keswick Valley asked on the 24 hour time from for heart attack.  Ben will have this clarified for the members.
Further discussion regarding Junior Fire Fighters presently covered under the compensation Act. Benefits for the self employed. Possibility of double payment should 
Dave Gallant Saint Paul reported that Junior Fire Fighters are presently covered under the compensation Act.  Fire Marshal stated juniors should be covered under compensation.  When a department pays WSNB benefits of $ 450 for a staff member and this member resigns or retires and is replaced with another fire fighter does the department have to pay another to $450.00.  Fire Marshal reported the department should report the change to WSNB within 30 days of the change.
Peter Murphy Riverside Albert – asked of the payments for of $ 450.00 who would be paying the municipality or provincial government.  This is a decision of legislation as it have not received royal decent to date.  Neguac – seasonal workers who get injured at work.  

Safety for Fire fighters riding in vans and equipment vans. – The Fire Marshal stated that a statement was made regarding this topic and research is presently being done on safety of firefighters in vans.  Fire Marshal has been looking at the federal motor vehicle safety regulations.  Discussions have been held with the manufactures of these vans and discussion with specialties in road safety has also been held.  A bulletin will be sent to fire service to rectify any rumors which have developed.  LSD Truck specification committee responsibility is to prepare specifics for vehicles which the government is purchasing.  After all areas of this issue are looked at there will be a bulletin from the OFM.

Local Assistant training and local assistant cards is being addressed.  A photo ID for the Local Assistant is on hold due to the new branding.  This is being reconsidered so an ID card can be developed.
ID Card for the Fire Service – Fred Kennedy stated and ID card can be received through the CVFS.  The fee to join this organization is low; Fred Kennedy noted it is $ 250.00 a year for all his members. CVFS has a connection to the NBAFC web site.   Fred Kennedy stated if anyone had any questions he would meet with them after this meeting.

Leandre Rousselle – NBCC reported the challenge of the implementation of the 4th edition to the 5th education however the leadership of the NBAFC and stakeholder has moved ahead.  There are over 500 students taking the course at this time.  New instruction is being trained at this time.  Leandre reported any information can be received through the NBAFC web site.  There is a connection with NBCC. There are six instructors working throughout the province.  Leandre Rousselle thanked Rob Simonds, Jody Price and Dan McCoy for their assistance to the college and also to the Office of the Fire marshal with their assistance.

New Business

Doug Hamer – Riverview FD Motion moved the NBAFC strongly urge the Office of the Marshal to immediately issue a memo, clarifying that the use of seat belts in the rear or rescue trucks, is clearly federal jurisdiction and further that there is nothing in federal, provincial or NFPA standards to prevent fire fighters to ride in the rear or a rescue truck provided they are seat belted.   2nd Michael McCulla Keswick Valley Fire Department, Motion carried.

Jim Scoutan Village of Gagetown – Jim asked how many are self dispatched and how many are plagued with telemarketers on your hot line.  Also how many are reporting this issue to the OFM or 911. The person to reach at the 911 center is jillianna.eagles@gnb.ca  or  phone 457-6412 or 457-6913. Rob asked the members to contact her for each call they receive.  Chief Peter Murphy of Riverside Albert also advised members they can call Aliant Security 1-709-739-2184.  
Chairman of Volunteer Chiefs Committee – John asked that each association have one member appointed to sit on this committee so discussion on items can be discussed and can be brought forward to the AGM for discussion.  

Motion to adjourn Lorenzo Paulin.

