
AGM May 24, 2009 Moncton

Meeting called to order by President Rob Simonds.

President Simonds asked for a motion to approve the agenda submitted for the 2009 AGM, motion to approve Lorenzo Paulin, 2nd Frank Guitar motion carried

Motion by Frank Guitar to adopt 2008 AGM minutes  Frank Guitar, 2nd Gerald Martin, motion carried
Financial report as prepared by Allain & Association submitted to the members present, motion by Fred Kennedy to accept report as submitted  , 2nd Yvon Pelletier, Motion carried.

President Report – moved adoption Rob Simonds, 2nd Clavin Murray, motion carried

Nominating Committee – Leo Mulholland stated the nominating committee are recommending the following nominees to the positions as follows:

Past President Simonds

President Jody Price

1st Raymond LeBlanc

2nd Charles Kavanagh
Leo Mullholland moved adoption of report by Leo Mullholland, Jean Claude St. Anne Regional, motion carried.

Rob Simonds stated that required under the NBAFC Constitution it was asked of the members present three times if they had any other nominations from the floor; not hearing any nominations Rob Simonds declared nominations concluded.

Constitution and By-Laws – Greg Partridge no report

Fund Raising Committee – Fred Kennedy reported Fenety Marketing has brought in $ 76, 699.00. Motion to accept report by Fred Kennedy,  2nd Raymond LeBlanc, motion carried.

Convention & Games Committee – John Leblanc special thanks to Danny DeRoches, Maria Northrup and Glen Northrup.  John reported planning for the Fire Fighter games should be interesting and they will begin at 9:30 AM, Sunday morning.
Health & Safety Committee – Fred Kennedy reported that Bill 12 is now in at the Provincial Government level. He stated contacts have been made with WSNB and new people have been appointed to deal with issues from the fire service.  A meeting is being planned and hopefully Fred will have more to report at the Board of Directors fall meeting.
Education and Training committee – Jody Price report the major function of the Training Committee is setting up the fall workshop.  Information should be out within the next couple of weeks.  Jody commented on the great partnership with NBCC, Local Government, NBAFC and the Office of the Fire marshal.  Jody stated he is hearing that there are some departments that their members are not aware of this yearly workshop. He asked the Fire Chiefs to bring this to their members as he is sure there are fire fighters who would be interested in attending.  Jody also asked the members if there would be interest for further training throughout the year.  Date of the workshop is September 18, 19 and 20th, 2009.

Awards Committee – Fred Kennedy reported there was one application for Hall of Flame.  However it was turned down , not because of the work that was carried out by this member; it was the criteria of the Association Consitution which this member did not meet.  The Board will be looking at another type of presentation for members who have carried out outstanding work within their department and community.  Jody Price moved that the Awards committee explore the feasibility of an honor roll for fire fighters in New Brunswick who do meet the criteria of the Hall of Flame, 2nd Jim Scouton Gagetown motion carried.

Haz Material committee – Normand Thibodeau reported since early spring there has been a production movement with haz mat.  Two heavy teams have been developed in Saint John & Fredericton as well as Scout teams consisting of two members.  These scouts teams will be sent out to assess the situation prior to releasing the heavy team.  Bathurst has moved forward and will be ready with their Scout Team shortly.  Edmundston has also signed their contract are have been waiting for a French instructor to carry out the  training; this has been done, exams have been translated and training is scheduled to take place September 2009.  Chief Arsenault reported the Moncton area has begun training their staff and the plan is to bring the entire department to the operations level.  Once this is complete a selection of operational trained fire fighters will be selected to move to technician level.  This contract will be done prior to September.  Norman Thibodeau reported there were five provincial trailers that had been established in the province.  Chiefs and government agreed this was a waist of equipment.  Moncton trailer is intact and will be used.  In the event of contamination a spare trailer is ready to go.  Bathurst and Edmundston will be returning the trailer to the province and has been sent to NBCC for training. Industry has given Haz Mat tech suites to be used as training.  One hour air paks have been placed in this trailer for future training.  There are presently three trailers now for the haz mat program.

Fire Prevention Committee – Leo Mulholland reported the association is continuing to improve the image of the NBAFPO.  Membership was looked at very seriously and the Secretary was given the go ahead to contact fire department to join the association.  As a result of these calls there was an increase in the membership.  The AGM for of NBAFPO was a great success with increased numbers.  Sunday morning was added to the conference and excellent feedback was received regarding the key note speakers. Also work has been carried out by maintaining visibility of the NBAFPO. Fire Chief for day was a six year old girl from Salisbury and a day of fun was done with the Salisbury Fire Department.  There was favorable comments about this event. Efforts are being made to raise funds for Fire Prevention Education.  NBAFPO will be working closely with the Industrial Chiefs.  A concern from the workshop was the fulfillment of education and a recommendation was made to appoint director for technical, investigation and education side of Fire Prevention.  This issue will be brought to the next Board meeting.

Emergency Medical Service – Raymond LeBlanc (insert report) John Magee asked what legal issues a department faces if the 24 – 7 cannot be meant.  Raymond stated the ambulance will continue to go these calls if the department cannot attend.  Rob Simonds stated a department may be tied up with another emergency and will not be able to attend the scene, so he cannot see a legal issue if the department cannot get to the call.  This is something the committee will discuss with the Government.  

License Plate committee suggestion to have the fire marshal speak with Service NB to discuss on line updates of people who are not noted on the list sent in by NBAFC.    

Rescue Services Committee Jody Price reported on the Rescue Service Survey which was received and the following are the rescue services.  These services were geared towards the LSD
7 Rescue identified

MFD

Water and Ice Rescue

Off Road Rescue

High Angle
Heavy auto extrication

Confined space rescue

Trench
Issues of concern were the listing of all seven rescues.  When the final report went public it was taken that they can perform all these rescues.  Medical 1st responder is the number one issue; water rescue will be the next for discussion.  He wants the members to understand the authority has to be given from their superiors prior to carrying out these rescues.  He is hoping to have further to report at the fall meeting of the Executive.

PSAP 911 committee Rob Simonds reported the pilot project is in the Edmundston area, equipment capability has been carried out and there will a meeting within the next week to 20 days.  Service is live in Miramichi and Edmundston are looking at this aspect as well.

Permanent Chiefs have met 3 times since last convention.  Discussions on various topics included: 
Bill-12 cancer legislation, Provincial Haz-Mat, MFR response within Municipalities and Labor/management issues within various departments.  Chief McCoy stated that with the support of Government Permanent Chiefs have been able to recreate a labor relations committee to build relations between union and management.  

John Magee Volunteer Chiefs – reported on this morning meeting.  Debate on various topics. One main issue of concern was telemarketers calling paging system of the fire service.  
Motion by John Magee as presented to the Volunteer Chiefs meeting of May 24th, 2009 Motion moved the NBAFC strongly urge the Office of the Marshal to immediately issue a memo, clarifying that the use of seat belts in the rear or rescue trucks, is clearly federal jurisdiction and further that there is nothing in federal, provincial or NFPA standards to prevent fire fighters to ride in the rear or a rescue truck provided they are seat belted, 2nd by Chief Doug Hamer, Motion carried.

Stan Mullin – Industrial Chiefs – The past year has been extremely challenging for Industrial Fire Brigades. With the declining economy we have experienced more industry closings than ever before. The hardest hit was the Forestry sector but Mining and Manufacturing suffered also.  In December the question of Industrial ER vehicles meeting the Motor Vehicle Act in regards to using Red Lights was brought up and the Fire Marshal intervened on our behalf and for that we are grateful.

For many years the Industrial Fire Chiefs have been requesting Certified Industrial fire training from NBCC Miramichi that would meet NFPA 600 & 1081. I’m pleased to announce that NBCC Miramichi has been able to blend NFPA 1001 and 1081 to meet the requirements for Incipient and Interior & Exterior Core fire training for Industry. There are some minor hurdles to get over in regards to training delivery and recognition of existing training but I’m confident we can resolve these issues and begin training our Industrial firefighters through NBCC Miramichi in the near future.

Ron Grenier and Eric Bosse from Work Safe NB continued supporting our organization. Ron gave a presentation on care and maintenance of Bunker Gear and SCBA’s. This information is extremely helpful in maintaining a compliant fire brigade

Web Master – Mario Durette asking the information on web site comes from a data base for fire fighters information.  Through the year there are updates and Mario is asking the Chief and members to update their information.  Communications program with email addresses throughout the province.  Mario is asking any fire fighters throughout the province to send their email information to him so he can get future information out to the provincial members.

NBCC – Leandre Rouselle

Fire Service Training Report 2008 – 2009
The past year has been a very challenging period for the NBCC Miramichi Fire Service Training Center.  This report gives a summary of the goals, objectives and achievements of the Fire Service Training given to our firefighters for the year 2008 – 2009.

In January of 2008, a plan was drafted to implement the new NFPA Standard (1001 and 472) for the delivery of training for the Firefighters.  In collaboration with the different stake holders several meetings were held to start discussions on where the changes would have an impact on the Fire service.  In conjunction with this, we had to provide leadership on the translation of the 5th edition Essentials of Firefighting. Along with our partners the Office of the Fire Marshal, École Nationale des pompiers du Québec, and the Department of National Defense, we were able to achieve the results that you have been working with since January 2009. This was very time consuming however we were able to start training Firefighters with the new materials in January 2009. This was made possible through the dedication of a team of people. 

In late summer/early fall, we began the upgrade for the instructors in order to bring them up to the 5th edition.  We held sessions within the nine regional associations and we upgraded more than 140 instructors. We held a second series of upgrade sessions for those that could not make it the first time due to conflicting schedules.

In February of 2009 NBAFC, the 9 Regional Associations, the Office of the Fire Marshal and NBCC Miramichi had a meeting to improve the communication and services between the different stake holders.  We are happy to say that we have 9 Regional Association Training Coordinators in place and things are working very well.  These Association Training Coordinators will be the liaison between the fire department within their Association and NBCC. All training programs within each Association should be going through the Association Training Coordinator. These Association Training Coordinators will also help in the development of a training calendar within their respective Association.

Details and Results:

·  We have 27 Firefighter I courses going on at different stages.  We have within the 9 Regional Associations approximately 405 firefighters taking advantage of the programs being offered in both official languages and paid for by the province.

· We also had courses in Firefighter II, Hazmat Awareness, Hazmat Operations and Vehicle Extrication. 

· We have given one Arson Investigation Level III course over the last year.

· We have issued 588 certificates to firefighters for different training programs throughout the province in 2008.
· The 2008 Annual Fire Service Workshop was a success.  This is thanks to the firefighters, instructors and the people who help organize this annual event.  More than 225 firefighters from all over the province registered for the Friday evening and Saturday sessions.  An average
· of 70 instructors volunteered their time towards this weekend and we are greatly appreciative of this.   
 As you can see we have had a very busy year with all the training going on.  This was a learning curve for everyone involved in the training and we are confident that the fall sessions will run smoother.

Thank you to the support and the leadership that the NBAFC, OFM the 9 Regional Associations, Instructors and my staff Reginald Savoie, Jean-Claude Roy, Cindy Lee Rousselle and Janice Richard.

OFM – Benoit LaRoche Separate report on web site.
Chief of Balmoral suggested the Fire Chief for the Day be increased to two children for the education of the children. Fire Marshal stated there are 3 per association and out the 3 there is one picked however he will bring this suggestion for discussion. 

Eric Arsenault asked if there has been any further talk on the Cancer Legislation; on cost and when it will be legislated.  What does the future look like for budgets?  Fire Marshal reported it will be less than 500$ per firefighter and it will be adopted by the end of this spring session.  Fire Marshal stated it will have an impact in the 2010 budget.  Information will be forwarded to all departments.

Chief Allan Peter – Training will start next month.  Level 1 is near completion with his department

Unfinished business – No unfinished business to report.

New Business 
Message from Brian Murphy apologizing for his absence at the Opening Ceremonies due to family issues.

The NBAFC received correspondence   from Fire Chief Gerald Martin requesting that St. Basil be the host department for the 2010 convention.  Motion by Jody Price that the NBAFC go to St. Basil for 2010 convention, 2nd Mike Walton, Motion carried. 

Paul Leger Nackacwick Fire Department – Chaplain for this department is requesting for direction on the various chaplains; perhaps to develop an association among the Chaplains.  It was agreed that this issue would be brought to the next board meeting in October.

Eric Arsenault asked the departments to provide information to Executive Director or the Regional Director for compiling of this information.  

Motion to adjourn – Jim Scouton motion to adjourn Raymond Leblanc 2nd motion, motion carried.
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