Minutes October 24, 2008
Meeting called to order.
Minutes of previous meeting adopted by Greg Patridge 2nd Raymond Leblanc, motion carried.

Adoption of agenda Terms of Reference re standing committees report from Raymond LeBlanc

Rescue committee

Financial Report -  Bank balance to end of Sept 30, 2008 motion to adopt Mike Walton 2nd Tim Nickerson.

Motion carried.

Nomination Committee – 

Legislation and resolution committee – 

Fund Raising Committee – Fenety  $ 854.00
Convention Committee – three meetings have been held to date.  Working committee is presently firming up the hotels for input into the web site.

Health & Safety Committee – Meeting with Ministers regarding Bill 12.  The cost for  WS NB will be curtailed until 2010.  Fire Marshal B. Laroche commented on the work carried out by President Simonds and congratulated Rob on his work regarding this topic.  Rob Simonds reported on a meeting Oct 12, with the various agencies of NB, purpose to discuss proposed legislation.  Lack of consultation with Municipalities and anticipated cost were issued discussed.  Financial proponents $ 1,650 per fire fighter per year.  Also the increase on the assessment 21 per hundred relative to supporting this legislation.  There will be a working group to work with LG and other government agencies to discuss a resolve to this issue.   This will be a consensus base approach.  Stan Mullin stated the Industrial Chiefs are not interested on being part of Bill 12. 
Education and Training Committee – 

Awards Committee – Fred asked that a note go on the web to remind the departments regarding the Hall of Flame. He is still working with Bert Fusk regarding the Metal of Valour.  Fire Marshal thanked the association for the show case which displays the Hall of Flame recipients.   
Haz mat committee rob reported on a meeting sept 4 in Fredericton.  The regional haz mat model has been evoling for a length of time.  Chief arsenault reported that in time he would be able to house a heavy team.  A conscious was reached that the scout team would be deployed to act as an advisor to the fire department.  They will serve as technical resource to the department.  it has been agreed under the new agreement to two heavy teams Fredericton and saint john and each year they will visit at least two association each year and spend time with the departments with an overview of equipment and command structure and capabilities available.  The networking of fire fighters meeting one another will be beneficial.  Preplanning can also be carried out with communication.  Bathurst and Edmundston have been diligently working to get on board with this.  The fire marshal stated his office if hoping to have contracts signed by the end of 2008. Gerald Martin reporting there have been two meetings held to discuss this issue and they are hoping to have information by the November of this year.  Wells stated there are haz mat people in their area who do respond to haz mat calls.  
Fire Prevention Committee – moved by Tim Nickerson 2nd Dan McCoy, OFM reported on three pamphlets that have been developed with the new branding.  Public safety awareness Michel Daigle has been working with the NBAFPO.  It is the goal of the OFM to update pamphlets each year.  Motion carried.
Motion to adopt previous reports Fred Kennedy, 2nd Ray LeBlanc, motion carried.

EMS Committee – Ray Leblanc report the MFR COMMITTEE WILL be discussed on the new business.  EMS is trying to meet the mandate of 20 minute response time for ambulance. NB Ambulance was suppose to report to municipalities regarding the response time monthly, reports have not be received to date.  Ray has requested this in the southeast and no towns, villages have come forward. Rob asked each association to inquire which departments by name provide MFR services and report to Raymond LeBlanc by the end of November.  Contact information for Raymond LeBlanc is on the NBAFC web site. Move adoption of report Ray Leblanc 2nd Greg Patridge, motion carried. 
Ad Hoc Committee – 
Fire Fighter License Plate temporary responsibilities to the Executive Director, moved by Mike Walton

2nd Dan McCoy, amendment to motion to have records forwarded to the Executive and letter be sent to Gordon Baird expressing our thanks to the G. Baird on behalf of the Association, motion carried.   Motion by Tim Nickerson, 2nd Dan Mccoy be the issue of ineligible in receipt of ff license plates will be dealt with the at next board of director meetings. 
Volunteer Chief 

Regional 911 committee – Rob Simonds reported on meeting held regarding this issue.  The provincial government was not pleased with the RFP received.  It has been suggested that a one type of radio communication equipment used by the three provinces.  They are suggesting UHF 700 mghrst system. Another RFP will be developed and will be out by December of this year.   Fred Kennedy reported that fire service responding to the plaster rock Renous they are losing communications in this area. Rob Simonds suggested this issue b e brought to Bruce Grandy Dot who owns the system and send a letter in writing to him that this is a life safety issue with a copy to Rob Simonds for a resolution.  Wells Chapman asked when they are expected to move into the Bathurst area.  Rob stated he is unaware, however he is under the opinion that they would be moving from Edmundston to Bathurst.  Moved by R. Simonds 2nd Dan McCoy, motion carried.
Volunteer Chiefs – John Magee asked about the red light issue which was passed at the annual meeting. Fire Marshal B. Laroche has sent a consultation package to the Municipalities to inquire if they are in favor of this request.  Answers have been received in favor and not in favor.  Once we receive the analysis this will be brought back to the association.  Directors that the letters have been sent to their district have not been informed that correspondence has been received.  Fire Marshal Laroche will have Susan Gamble correspond with the fire chiefs that the municipalities hve not answered asked the fire chiefs to discuss this with their council.  
Survey for MFR stated that members are willing to take part in Mfr but are none interested in.  There were questions regarding the Level 1 and 11 for the purpose of training.  Coleen stated they have received 26 responses and they will be tabulated.  John Magee asked if defibrillators can be purchased for LSD departments; at least to be used by their department on their own men.  Coleen stated they do not have authority to use these whether they are on their own fire fighters or public. Moved adoption of report John Magee, 2nd Wells Chapman, motion carried.
Permanent – union negotiations, wireless initiative, Bill 12.  Truck weights has been a topic of discussion.  There will be correspondence sent out from dot.  Fire apparatus are exempt.  Exhaust system – the new vehicles are extremely hot and can burn the hose. Motion to accept Dan McCoy, 2nd Jeff Richardson, Motion carried.

NBCC – translation of 5th edition is done and has been sent to develop in book format.  This edition should be ready for January 2009.  Any association that is waiting for the edition they can use the 4th edition and can switch to the 5th.  The OFM will not pay for the 4th edition.  Meeting with the various association have been started, to discuss instruction; paper work must be completed and sent on time or the exam will not be sent.  Upgrades to instructor as started, they are looking at mid December to have this work done.  This upgrade will only take 4 to 5 hours. In September they met with industrial chiefs there has been options presented and will meet again in December to develpe a curriculum for training.  2008 workshop was a success.  64 departments were registered and he thanked the OFM and nbafc for the support given.  Reg thanke jody for his time and effort moved by REG to accept report 2nd Raymond Leblanc , motion carried. 
OFM – reported on meeting with ministers priorityes were set, and he will be brieving the minister of the work done.  Fire Prevention amendments and adoption of new regulations and with be in effect January 2009.  Work with college MOU quality of delvery for training of the fire service.  5th edition was distributed during the convention in may.  Upon the receipt of the French copy they will be delivered. In the near future there will be a course available for fire officers in the rural districts.  Translation of this course to the English language should be completed by the end of this year and the ofm with start working with NBCC to develop this ciriculum.  Nuissance alarms 902. Susan gamble will be carrying out an analysis of this report.  Red lights and sirens in being worked on but is not a top priority for the OFM. Policy for electrical inspector is being worked on.  Rob simonds has been elected to 1st VP for the CAFC.  Fire Marshal recommends the departments join the CAFC.  September 2010 the CAFC conference will be held in Saint John.  Our association is part of this organization.  Fire Marshal thanked the Woodstock fire department for the opening of fire prevention week and spoke on the necessity of fire prevention education.  Moved by Ben Laroche 2nd Wells Chapman, on the question ID cards Ben reported the Ofm does not have the capability to create ID cards. Motion carried.
DNR – Tim Greer 2008 there were 160 fires down on a 10 yr average of 400.   New initiatives five year training plan and develop plan has been approved.  Burn plans will be scheduled for this year.  Liability issues are being discussed and are being approved.  Electronic wildland fire reporting has been developed and information can be accessed .  Minor changes to forest fire regulations is being looked at and upgraded.  

Local Government – Coleen Mullin reported on the MFR committee has good representation.  Two meetings have been held and the third December.  Minimal equipment has been confirmed and discussion on provincial medical control, and will be same as ambulance has.  Surveys has 27 responded 14 and not interested and 11 interested some issues is the 24 -7 time frame, this will be addressed.  If this is approved the issue of looking at housing of medal equipment, i.e fire apparatus presently have fire fighting housed on them.  Coleen asked if there was a standard for the number of fire fighters.   Ben reported the # 15 has been used but he does not believe there is a standard.  An issue of supporting other departments should be looked at; retention of volunteers is a very big issue.  Capital budget programs have gone forward one program is the new Beersville fire department.  She is asking for areas to bring forward items. This year has been done however this it is an issue for the departments to look at each year.  
Industrial chiefs meeting held in September with presentation for NBCC three options of incipient fire fighting and meeting will be held with training committee to continue upgrade to training.
MFCA rob represented the association at this conference and was a success.  Another meeting will be held in November.  John Robart has resigned from the association.  Conference 2009 will be held in Picto county. Moved to accept report 2nd dan mccoy, motion carried

CAFC Rob reported his decision on accepting his position as 1st VP is to have a strong presence for the province of New Brunswick.  Fred Kennedy is the president of the CAVFF.  The number one priority is relative to the tax credit for volunteer firefighters across the country.   (enter the issue of joining) Moved accept report Rob Simonds, 2nd Fred Kennedy, motion carried.
Convention 2008 – Rob Simonds commented on the  success this convention was and thanked Jody Price for an outstanding conference.  Jody commented the success was through his team, they worked hard to plan this program.

Regional Directors

Southeast FF – budget for the 2009 convention will be available shortly.  Issue with NbCC have been resolved. Starting FF 1 courses  moved adoption of report G. Patridge 2nd Raymond Leblanc, motion carried

Fundy District – fire prevention activities in every school.  Districts were visited every elimintary grad 2 was visited during fire prevention.  Training is on going with a houses to burn.  Chiefs in Western charlotte including Jeff and six other department have been meeting regularly and looking at the amalgamation issue.  Coleen asked if they could discuss training for Whitehead and Grandmanan . moved adoption jeff Richardson 2nd dan mccoy. Motion carried.

Royal District – meeting held sept 8 business of discussion training courses, looking to host a ff 1 course for royal.  They will be held grand bay westfield, and Hampton.  Training at point lapreau with a regional approach.  A committee has been struck trhough capital, royal and fundy to see how feasible this training would be.   A member of southeast will also sit on committee.  Next meeting will hold elections. FF 2 completing tthough royal district with joint effort of 3 departments.  Burn house training was done with Fire investigators. Dave gallant is compiling a list of fire investigators for the province. Moved report Tim Nickerson, 2nd Dan Mccoy, motion carried
Chauleur – no meeting held to date.  Over summer months training is a problem due to language and distance of travel.  Instructors – meeting on October 28th re this issue.  St. Anne and department having training together.  Moved Wells Chapman, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried

Capital – fall training sessions.  Training schedule is done to June 2009 and is on their web site.  Firework shop hosted by Peter Kanavaugh was a success.   Level 2 starting is Keswick valley.  Mutual aid agreement is up for renewal.  Jody would like to extend years.  Moved report jody price 2nd mike Walton, motion carried.

Central valley has had two live burns in the association.  Fire prevention week was a busy.  Some of the departments are not active going to the schools, as directors we should be encouraging staff to go to the schools.  Moved mike Walton 2nd Raymond LeBlanc, motion carried.

Northwest – course from CN with propane tanker, course was in Edmundston and grand falls.  There were approximately 100 members who attending this course. One ff Level 1 with 4th edtion and one is scheduled with 5th edition.  January there will be a fire investigation course. Moved Gerald martin, 2nd Tim Nickerson, motion carried. 

Miramichi – fire prevention week with hector Fournier Memorial Day parade.  Fire prevention visitation to schools.  Ff 1 training is ongoing in Baie St. Anne.  There are members looking for haz mat awareness. Moved to adopt Fred Kennedy, 2nd Dan Mccoy, motion carried

Education Committee – Reg Savoie reported on workshop.  Good comments were received for this workshop. Jody commented on the administrative support received on the workshop it was a very successful workshop.  Jody moved adoption of report, 2nd Mike Walton, motion carried.
LSD Fire Departments Rescue Committee – Draft document presented to Board members by Jody Price. Jody asked the members to look at this report copy to their Chiefs and ask for comments prior to the official document being created. Moved adoption of report, 2nd Raymond LeBlanc, motion carried
Unfinished business 

Tim Nickerson asked if the OFM has received comments on the Recruitment and Retention of Volunteers.  Fire Marshal stated no comments have been received.  

Inoperability workshop – Jody reported on his week in Ottawa.  There were various fields of agencies attending this workshop.  Communications inoperability council.  The plan will be called Canadian inoperability Plan.  
Terms of Reference for standing committees – Rob ask for a member to go over the committees to prepare drafts Terms of reference for the committees.

 Commissioner Finn – briefing on the report when made available.  Location and time will be made available to the Board Members.  

Reg reported that the Web site seems to be misfunctional. 
Motion to adjourn Raymond leblanc 2nd wells chapman, motion carried.

