NBAFC Board of Directors meeting - April 4 & 5, 2008 

Moncton, N. B.

Meeting called to order Rob Simonds. 

Motion to accept minutes of January 25th meeting by John Macgee motion 2nd Ray Leblanc, motion carried.  

Financial Report – Nadine LeBlanc reported the balance of the bank statement to the end of February 2008 at $ 129,140.03 

Moved Dan McCoy 2nd Tim Nickerson, motion carried

Committee Report

Nominating committee - no report

Legislation and Resolution committee – no report

Fund Raising - $ 72,436.82 moved adoption of report by Mike Walton, 2nd Ray Leblanc, motion carried.

Convention 2008 – Jody Price reported on the upcoming convention.  Lionel Crowther will be the guest speaker.   Invitation to Provincial guests will be done, action Nadine LeBlanc..

Motion to accept report of Convention Committee  Fred Kennedy 2nd Leo Mulholland, motion carried.

Health & Safety – No report 

Education & Training – meetings held to discuss subject matter and instructors for the 2008 Training Workshop.  Jody has discussed this with the City of Miramichi Fire Chief  J. Mather and he is on board to assist any way possible.  A meeting will be held this month, with another meeting scheduled for May to entail all the group.  Workshop dates September 12, 13 & 14,  2008. 

Move adoption of report Jody Price,  2nd Dan McCoy, motion carried.

Awards Committee – The committee has not received nominations for the Hall of Flame.  Fred Kennedy has had discussion with Bert Fusk regarding the development of a Medal of Valor.  

Move adoption of report Fred Kennedy 2nd Tim Nickerson , motion carried.

Haz Mat committee – Rob Simonds reported issues from the  previous meeting. Discussion are still ongoing to the status of scout teams moving forward.  Bathurst and Edmundston have not moved forward to date.  Chief Arsenault in Moncton is still trying to develop a scout team.  Fredericton is covering 2/3 of the Province and is not pleased with the remuneration account.  Chief Toole is contemplating whether his department will continue this service. Rob stated that if Fredericton and Oromocto remove themselves from this service then Saint John will not be able to cover the province.  This committee is still in a holding mode and there will be another meeting April 17 which will be a critical meeting to this subject.  An amended contract is presently being developed and is being sent for translation.  The possibility of obtaining a 3rd provider will be looked.  Dan McCoy recommended NBAFC send correspondence to the Provincial Government to support Chief Toole in his request for further remuneration to continue the teams for Haz Mat.  

Motion by Chief Dan McCoy that the NBAFC send correspondence to the Department of Public Safety to communicate the importance of the regional haz mat service and their support of the adoption of the Regional Haz Mat teams. In the event an agreement cannot be achieved with Bathurst, Edumundston and Moncton that negotiations be expedited to come to a conclusion. 2nd by Fred Kennedy motion carried.

Fire Prevention Committee Report – Leo Mulholland reported there have been two meetings since the last Board meeting.  One item is to prepare the program for the annual seminar scheduled for April 11 & 12, 2008 in Miramichi.  This is the first time that this workshop will be carried out on a weekend.  Minister of Public Safety will also be in attendance.  This Annual meeting will also include elections.  

Meeting has been held with the steering committee regarding the theme for fire prevention week 2008, the theme is “Test your Smoke Alarm your Life Depends on it”. Brochures re smoke alarms, smoking material are being updated by the Provincial Government.

Resolutions submitted by NBAFPO National Building Code and Electrical Smoke Alarms. The NBAFPO would like to have a resolution to have smoke alarms mandatory in the Province of New Brunswick   

Move adoption of report Leo Mulholland 2nd J. Macgee motion carried.

Colleen Mullin Local Government reported that the department of Policy and Priorities has granted permission to prepare an implementation plan for MFR (Medical First Responser) in Local Service Districts for fire departments. There will be a resource committee developed and Colleen would like to see a member from the Office of the Fire Marshal, Ambulance N. B. and a member from the Local Service District . She suggested the NBAFC make the decision on who will serve on this committee from Local Service District.  Colleen asked this committee stay at approximately five members.  She recommended that three Fire Chiefs serve on this committee who have knowledge of this topic and issues to cover.   Colleen also noted that she would like to see this committee get underway as soon as possible.  She reiterated to the members that at the present time LSD areas are only covered for fire rescue.

Project scope will be the reviewing the recommendations of the past report.  Determine the level of interest in training and provision of the service.  

Members asked Coleen if they are requested by the Ambulance Service for assistance are their members covered. C. Mullin will look into this request.

Coleen recommended the first meeting regarding MFR be held by the end of April or 1st part of May, no later as this is a very important issue.

OFM – money has been allocated from the budget and of OFM in the amount of 

$ 20,0000.  This grant will be for the Volunteer FF training through the annual workshop and Live Fire training. MLA Chris Collins will be present at the meeting on Saturday to present the cheque to the Association.

EMS Committee – Raymond Leblanc will take the lead on the MFR committee for the group for Local Government.  NB Government requires a letter to provide a background, analysis and recommendation for MFR in the various fire services in N.B.  Coleen Mullin stated that prior to the correspondence be drafted we need to find out how many fire department are providing MFR in order to bring this to Government.  Raymond will develop a survey to be sent to all departments in the Province regarding MFR. Fire Marshal stated the Department Local Government is taking this very seriously.  The Fire Marshal stated this survey must be expedited very soon.  Raymond LeBlanc will start the process of compiling information for this topic.  

Motion by Dan McCoy, 2nd Greg Partridge that the NBAFC undertake a visibility study to receive information regarding MFR (Medical First Responder) services provided in the Province of New Brunswick. Motion Carried

Motion to by John Magee, 2nd Dan McCoy to allow President Simonds to communicate with government to obtain how notification will be handle for response to MFR’s, motion carried.

Red Light –   OFM has taken a survey with various Insurance companies in Canada. With   this survey there will be a document prepared for a handout at the convention and discussion during the AGM.

License Plate – Mario Durette has spoken to G. Baird and received the excel spread sheet.  He is trying to create a data base to have on line.  Work is continuing to update this document.   Updates are to continue to be sent to G. Baird.  

Ad Hoc Rescue Services - J. Price reported he has Susan Gamble of the OFM is working on this report.  He will be meeting with Susan to answer some questions which have developed.  This report should be ready by AGM May

911 Committee – 1st pilot project was carried out in the City of Miramichi which took longer than anticipated, however PSAP is functional at the moment.  Edmundston will be the next area where a pilot project will be carried out.  Updates from Heather Harrison have not been received to date.  

Permanent Chiefs – Dan McCoy reported no issues to report.  Waiting for the Permanent Chiefs meeting May 23rd in Fredericton.

Volunteer Chiefs – John Magee asked that notification be sent to the NB Departments to send in any issues prior to the May meeting.  

DETD – Reg Savoie since the last meeting NBCC have been meeting with various Associations; 8 out 9 have been completed.  They are advising the Association of the training available for fire fighters.  There is some openings for FF 1 training and the books and instructors will be paid by the Province.  

Openings for Haz Mat Operations is also available and will be paid by the Province.  Work is being done on the translation to the 5th Edition and should be ready in January 2009.  
Work is also being carried out Policy and Procedures.

Fire Marshal reported that the Moncton Regional fire marshal competition will close on the 28th of March.  Interview process will be set up he is hoping to have this person on staff  by June 2008.

NBFS Advisory Committee met March 14 & 15, 2008.  Fire Fighter 1with include Haz Mat Operations.  Discussion on having the training hours follow in line with the Province of  N.S. is being discussion.   New Brunswick must add hours for WMIS for OHSC.  The Log book will change for the instructors with the adoption of the 5th Edition.  

Truck Standard Committee – all vehicles that were ordered this year have been delivered.  Truck committee has met to discuss  new specifications.  One change to specifications is the location of the hard suction hose.  This has been removed from the top of the vehicle and will be put on the back of the truck.  Major changes of the bench seating has been recommended and there will be a policy developed for this issue..  

Fire Service Training process has put  a proctor in place for the Region of the South East firefighters.  

Nuisance Alarm survey has started April 1st and the Fire Marshal has asked the departments to fill out the sheets.  Any question can be addressed through Susan Gamble.  Discussion has taken place on fire departments located on the border between N.B. and Main. The Fire Marshal will be contacting the departments to inquire if a protocol is in place.  

Frame work of training delivery –  explanation of the development of training within the province of N.B.was explained by the Fire Marshal.

A Memorandum of Understanding will be developed between the NBCC and the Officer of the Fire Marshal. There will also be a document of the rules and regulations of training development.

Correspondence will be sent to the New Brunswick Departments explaining the training program. 

Action Item – The OFM and NBCC will insert on the web site information regarding the process to receive accreditation information.

Office of the Fire Marshal will be carrying out the registration for the 2008 Convention.  Susan Gamble will be committed to assistance to the NBAFC Convention.  There will be a booth with the OFM and NBCC to introduce the 5th edition.

DNR – Tim Greer ad campaign regarding the burn line.  April 21st is the start date for burn season.  Fire season starts the middle of April.  Number to call for permission to burn is 1-866-458-8080

Regional Directors  

Royal District met February 11, 2008 next meeting scheduled for April 21, 2008.  Royal is having dialogue with the Southeast Association   investigating the options of co sharing  regarding training.

Ambulance New Brunswick  issues have been discussed with members of the Royal District.   Train the trainer course in Musquash area is near completion

Red Savoie and Leander Rousselle have met with the Association and their trainers

Open  position for Secretary within Royal District.

Miramichi FF 1 is ongoing in Docktown and will be writing exam next week

The association has registered 9 fire chiefs for the fire prevention seminar.

Central Valley Mike Walton reported the process of Fire Fighter level 1 is nearing completion.  

Northwest – Louis Pelletier reported that Grand Falls is near the completion of Level 1 FF Training, this is being held in Edmundston.

They had a meeting with NBCC in March and are pleased with the training development  adopted by the Province.

Next Saturday elections will be held

Wildland Fire Fighter training being held this date

Northwest has lost the Industrial Fire Service Shermag.

Southeast Fire Fighters Association – Greg Partridge reported the N. B. Ambulance service was the bulk of the discussion.

Train the trainer part 2 is coming up

Chauleur – Wells Chapman reported no meetings have been held due to the winter.

Executive meeting has been held.  Annual Fire Prevention workshop will be well attended by the Chauleur.

Level 1 training is happening in Jacket River.

Wells reported that in the Northern are of Chauleur Industrial Business are closing.  CIL chemical plant is closing the end of May.   

Capital District - Jody Price reported Level 1 training is on the go in Chipman and Ormocto 

Level 2 completed 

Wildland session 

Ambulance NB attended the association meeting which worked well.  Many issues were discussed and answered.

Kevin Glifford to carry out Incident command training.

Industrial Chief – stan mullin reported last meeting Feb 1 workplace held and safety were in attendance 

Meeting was held with Office of the Fire Marshal

Two Industrial Members will serve on the NBAFC Education and Training committee and Health and Safety.  Bruno Gagne will serve for Industrial Group on the Education and Training and Mike Allen will serve on Health & Safety. 

CAFC – Rob Simonds reported on issues discussed through Government affairs.  The event was held in Ottawa and Rob attended representing the association.   Rob reported there were positive meetings with members of parliament within the province.  All parties were very respective. The NB Fire Marshal was in attendance and they were able to meet with members of parliament.  Representation was from all provinces. Issue regarding tax relieve for volunteer fire fighters was discussed.  Rob stated that when the policy analysis get involved in issues this is not a speedy process.  Rob congratulated Raymond LeBlanc and Fred Kennedy for their part on the development of the DVD which the spoke on the N.B. Volunteer Fire Service; Raymond LeBlanc speaking on behalf of the French Volunteer Service and Fred Kennedy was speaking for the English Volunteer Service.  Rob has been asked to serve on the Resolutions and By-Laws committee of the CAFC as chairman.

Unfinished business – no items

Rob reported there is no host department for the 2009 conference.  Anyone wishing to host this conference please bring this forward at the AGM, in May.

Fire Marshal Ben LaRoche reported that the Fire Prevention Act review meeting will be held to come up with a working plan and look at the work that has been done.  There will be a committee established to look at changes and amendments.

Motion  by Fred Kennedy to move segregated funds from London Life to a GIC, 2nd from Raymond LeBlanc, motion carried.

Fire Service Calendar on Web Site – Mario is suggesting that meetings can be added to this calendar.  Comments are favorable.

Patches of Fire Departments for web site – Mario stated that if the fire department wishes to have their shoulder patch shown on the NBAFC web site please send him a sample and he will insert this on the web.

Mario asked the directors to send emails addresses for any fire fighters in the Province.

Jody Price updated the members on the House sitting regarding the Bill for Liability for Fire fighteB Legislation.

Motion adjournment Dan McCoy 2nd John Magee
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