NBAFC Board of Directors meeting September 28 & 29, 2007 – Moncton, N. B.

President Rob Simonds called the meeting to order. 

Motion to adopt minutes of April 2007 by Wells Chapman, 2nd Tim Nickerson, motion carried

Financial report – Bank statement of Aug 31, 2007 $108,152 motion R. Leblanc 2nd Jeff Richardon, motion carried

Committee Report

Convention committee –  Final budget will be forwarded to the Board members and a report given at the January meeting.

Fund Raising –  The final figures for 2006-2007 was $ 74,123.06.

Health & Safety – Fred Kennedy met with WHSCC, no answers on any items to date, Fred will send a list of items discussed to President Simonds.  Rob Simonds reported on correspondence received from WHSCC

Education and Training Committee – Jody Price reported the workshop just completed for this year has 202 registered.  Debriefing was held on Sunday, there were no major problems. Some training will be amalgamated together.  Basic course on SCBA will be carried out on Friday evening and the advanced will be carried out on Saturday.  Work with the instructors will take place. Financial Support from Mirmachi Valley in the amount of $ 3,000.00 will be sent to the NBAFC. Oromocto Fire Department will be giving $ 1,500.00 for financial support.  Maruice Godin asked if a workshop could be available in the Acadian Peninsula. Reg Savoie advised the members of the committee are through out the province and this would be too much work.  Reg Savoie reported the linguistic is not a problem as there are French courses available.  Courses have been offered in French and there are only six people attending.  Jody asked Chief Godin to ask his members for instructors to join the committee as the committee is having a hard time to get French instructors.  

Awards committee – no report

Hazardous Material Committee – R. Simonds reported a meeting will be held in October.  There are two heavy teams in the province.  OFM reported the meeting will consist of changing strategy of heavy and light teams.  This may facilitate the possibility of the scout team.  

Fire Prevention committee – Leo Mullholland reported their Association held a meeting in June and September. He advised the members that the Department of Public Affairs was not going to issue a poster for fire prevention week.  A meeting was held with OFM and Patrica Highland of Public Affairs.  The fire prevention poster was developed by NBAFPO and the Department of Public safety.  A grant of $ 2,000.00 was sent to NBAFPO for the development of the posters.

The Association will be discussing the standards and inspections for mid ways.  This will be discussed with the Fire Marshal’s Office. Fire Marshal reported this is taken care of through Technical Inspection Services.

Leo reported the present constitution of the NBAFPO will be reviewed.  Their present web site will be updated.

NBAFPO has established a committee to plan for 2008 Annual Seminar.  R. Simonds asked if the NBAFPO has considered joining the NBAFC’s convention.  Leo reported they have presently changed their time frame to Friday and Saturday to accommodate permanent and volunteer Officers. Possibly in the future the amalgamation of the two Associations for the convention will take place.

Michel Daigle Manager Public Safety was invited to meeting in September to speak to the board. Mr. Daigle will be attending future meetings.

The Prevention Source is interested in developing fire prevention messages for the NBAFPO web site.  This will be a joint effort.  

Fire gazette has been revamped and good compliments have been received from Department of Education.  Department of Education has requested the insertion of Public safety pamphlets.

The Fire Prevention Guide received good comments regarding the creation of the front cover. 

Office of the Fire Marshal was approached by Readers Digest to insert a page in their October magazine for Fire Prevention week.

Red Light – Chief Godin has communicated with his insurance company regarding red lights on personal vehicles. He was informed him that there could be an impact however they are not sure.  They are asking for information such as what type of calls are being responded to; they are asking for written information on the amount of calls and the speed traveled.  R. Simonds reported there is a policy analysis in place with the OFM.    FM reported the red light issue is a low priority. The Cancer Bill is the number one priority with the Fire Prevention act being second.  Susan Gamble has reviewed the information of the past years and is collecting information from the Insurance Industries and is waiting for a response.  Correspondence was also sent to the Canadian Insurance Bureau and a reply is waiting.  He is certain he will have information for our next meeting.

License Plate – R. Simonds reported the directors are presently looking into a back up system.    

Regional 911 – Pilot project is not in place, there are constant problems. Heather Harrison was trying to schedule a meeting to update committee of where this project is going.  Regional fire dispatch moving forward and how feasible it is to move to Edmundston.  There is also the wireless program for the province RFP out and should be received in November.  Jody commented on the calling out of government agencies.  After the land fill fire there was problems contacting the proper agencies. Philip Toole stated when environment called they were told the closest inspector was in Grand Falls.  EMO informed the officers that the fire department has the authority to put out health advisories. Environment from Federal Government arrived but the Provincial environment did not arrive.  

Permanent Chiefs – No report however there will be a meeting held to discuss Haz Mat and Provincial Ambulance services and how it will effect Municipalities.  Policy for Canadian Armed forces reserves will also be discussed.

Rob Simonds did advise on a meeting held between Atlantic Chiefs, and as a beneficial meeting where beneficial information was received.

Rescue Committee – Jody Price reported all equipment has been identified and one problem is the standard requirements.  They are presently in contact Mike Carr of Saint John and is very knowledgeable in rescue. Medical and 1st responder will be discussed next.  Items will be addressed to the Provincial Government however they will be discussed one issue at a time.  Water rescue will be the next priority.  Jody reported the Gerald Fournier of Miramichi is a good asset for the committee.   

DED – Reg Savoie reported on the success of the annual workshop.  Meetings were held regarding the development of proctors for the IFSAC Training. Four members attended this meeting.  Letters will be forwarded to the members to certify that they have been certified as proctor for the Province of New Brunswick.  The  5th edition of the IFSTA manual has been developed, the manual will be provided in December 2007.    More information should be available for the next meeting.  A Level 11 Fire Arson Investigation will be held November 19 – 23, 2007 in Saint John.  It was suggested that a Level 1 be advertised for interest throughout the province. A Level 111 Arson Investigation is tentative for March 2008.

Reg reported visits of the various associations will be carried out and meetings will the instructors will be held. Some instructors have been issued log books and other will be distributed in 2008. Instructors will be issued a card to advise what they can teach this will also update the instructors list. Wells Chapman suggested that there should be a list of instructors within the Province. Reg reported that there is a file however; he has to rely on the associations to give the proper information.  Rob Simonds stated a Chief should be signing off for his instructors, and should not sign unless the person meets the criteria.  

OFM – CAFM B. Laroche has been appointed Vice President for the association.  He attended the CAFC conference and he encourages the Fire Chiefs to join the CAFC as their have been many favorable changes to this association.  There are good speakers and good information is received.  

Fire Marhsal thanked Chief Simonds and his staff for hosting the Provincial Fire Prevention Launch for 2007.  

Fire Marshal Ben LaRoche reported the priorities of his office.

· Cancer Bill 

· Training framework – more information will follow

· Training of the Fire prevention Act  

Medium priorities:

Electrical Investigators – policy development.  Discussion of the availability of Provincial Electrical inspector was brought to the table.  Lengthy discussion took place and it was recommended a meeting with the Executive, Department of Public Safety and Provincial Electrical Inspectors by the end of October 2007.

Residential Fire Alarms – mandate to review background, current legislation with other provinces.  Fire Marshal will be forwarding a questionnaire regarding these alarms and is asking all departments to respond.  This information will be complied and studied where  problems arise. Language issue is also a problem.

Low Priorites

Red Light 

Retread tires on fire apparatus – Research was done on this issue, and the fire marshal does not feel retread tires should be used on fire apparatus.

Fire Investigation for 1st responder – Hubert Morin is carrying out a program for the provincial fire fighters.  

Recruitment of Retention Strategies – manual distributed to the board members.  Fire Marshal has read this manual and feels it is a good document and will be looking at items in this manual to revise it to the N.B standards.  He will be also having this manual translated for our NB fire Fighters.  He asked the directors to review this manual and send comments to stacy.colling@gnb.ca by December 2, 2007.  He is asking if this would be a useful tool for the NB Fire Service.  Chief Simonds asked Fire Marshal to send emails to remind the group.

Tim Nickerson suggested that if there would be further Local Assistant training to please give advance notice to the associations.  

Local Government - Colleen Mullin reported on the Operational structure of the Local Government.

Colleen reported there were 10 fire apparatus purchased 2005-2006 and 16 in the year 2007. Fire apparatus specifications are being reviewed. 

Colleen Mullin reported that permission for Medical 1st responder was approved by Government and an implementation plan will be developed; meaning what is required.  A stakeholder discussion group will be required for implementation development.  Fire fighter Level 1 training will be required prior to receiving 1st responder training.

Inventory of equipment is required along with training, as well what training has been obtained to date.  Members of the NBAFC Board of Directors will be required to form this committee as well as members from the Fire Marshal office, ambulance and Department of Health.  Water rescue was also given approval however the stakeholder group will be required as well.

Medical 1st Responder must have Level 1 as minimum in order to receive, 1st Medical Responder and Level 2 is use of the defibrillator. 

Maurice Godin asked if the regulations were the same for all over the province.  He stated that years past they responded to MV accidents; however they were informed that if an accident occurred they were not to respond.  Colleen reported some departments have the authority for auto extrication.  Correspondence has been sent out to LSD  informing the department what type of response they are authorized to carry out.

Coleen Mullin also informed the members the amount of equipment and training is very expensive and will there be enough funds to cover the cost.  

Regional Directors

Acadian Peninsula – Chief Godin reported a Fire Service delivery survey for fire service and equipment has been carried out and what is required in the department.  Chief Godin stated water rescue was also discussed. Next meeting will be held in October regarding the areas.

Fundy District –Jeff Richardson reported Firefighter Training is on going.  Two live burns will be carried out this fall.  They will incorporate the Fire Fighter 1 program in these burns.  Alarmed and ready campaign will be carried out  this fall.  Concerns expressed over the 5th edition as to the Haz Mat options. Question is why does the department have to be trained to Haz mat options.  Fire Marshal advised the training advisory committee will be deciding if this training will take place.  

Royal District – Tim Nickerson reported a meeting was held September 10. During the summer the annual Royal District banquet and dance was held and well attended.  Fire Fighter 1 was held in Musquash and Fire Fighter 11 in Sussex has been completed.

Tim reported the certificates have not been received to date.  Reg will look into this matter.  Tim reported his department is getting ready for fire prevention week.

Past business concerns have be brought to the table regarding concerns fire prevention publications. The Fire marshal will be invited to this meeting.

Musquash is looking into hosting a course this fall for train the trainers.  Next meeting will be for elections of a Vice President and Secretary.  Next meeting will be held November 5.   

Incandescent lights bulbs- Tim reported a light bulb was brought to his office however there is no information on a recall.  He will take a picture and send for more information. Fire Service Rescue Committee – Tim advised J. Price that the correspondence from Jim Lanaghan which was to be held was sent in August, however he did note that the committee was in place.  

Wells Chapman – Chauleur meeting is schedule for October 3, 2007.  Level 11 Haz Mat course in French has been requested.  Reg Savoie reported the Haz Mat Operations has not been translated to date.  This will be in the 5th Edition.  Jody suggested getting Daniel to do this training.

Wells Chapman asked what is the expectation of the association with the new ambulance in the province?  Chief Simonds reported that if they are not in the MFR service they will carry out the same service, as calling the dispatcher.  

Northwest is asking for the ID cards – Fire Marshal stated there is a problem with service New Brunswick.  

Stan Mullin inquired about the commitment made to the Industrial brigade in 2006  to receive fire service training.  Fire Service training committee made a commitment for a strategic plan for the Industrial Brigade. Reg Savoie reported that unfortunately this has not been done.

Stan reported a Membership committee has been formed to increase the membership of the Industrial Brigade.

WHSCC will host the next meeting in Moncton on respiratory program, if the SCBA’s are used. 

Southeast meeting held last month train the trainer coming up. There was a lack of support and a meeting was proposed for October. Spring training was held in Riverview.

Capital District – Jody reported they are working on the 2008 convention and will be traveling to Grand Falls to meet with their group.  This will take place in October.

Vounteer Chief – no report

Financial Support  Training Workshop  - Jody was informed that Local Government may not be offering financial support in the future and was informed that the OFM was not sending staff to assist.  Fire Marshal informed J. Price that staff would be available for the Training workshop and the convention.  Local government is reviewing the financial support.  Correspondence will be developed for the minister for the importance of the workshop. Colleen suggested that the cost of going out to get trainers, to justify the cost of $ 6,000.00 compared to hiring trainers  

Atlantic 911 Conference – Financial support motion by J. Price to support up to 

$ 1,000.00 towards this conference, 2nd by Ray LeBlanc, motion carried

911 and cellular calls from provincial highways – Tim Nickerson recommended an investigation be done to have the Provincial install route designated signage.  Chief Simonds suggested the items of concern be priority for discussion at the Minister’s level, Deputy Minister Level and administration level. Communication should be held with department of transportation to inquire as to how many roads would require these markings.  

Motion to adjourned – Maurice Godin, 2nd Ray LeBlanc, motion carried.

