May 18, 2007

Volunteer Chiefs

Called meeting to order 9AM Fred Kennedy.  President Fred Kennedy advised the members that an election for a Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson must be done for the Volunteer Fire Chiefs Committee. 

Roll Call 

Southeast FF Association - present

Chauleur FF Association - present

Acadian Pen – present

Northwest FFassociation – present

Capital District - present

Fundy Association - absent

Miramichi Valley –  present

Central Valley  - present

Minutes of previous meeting were read motion to accept minutes by Chief  Rob Stevenson Renouse Quarryville , 2nd  Ken Akerley, Northwest District, motion carried

Red Light – Ben Laroche reported on the topics of Red Lights for Volunteer Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs and the issue of false alarms.  Ben Laroche has filled the position of Policy Analysis in his department; Susan Gamble will be reporting June 4th with the Office of the Fire Marshal.   Her three priorities to commence her new position will be Cancer Legislation, Red Light and False alarms.

Power Lines Down – Fred Kennedy stated there have been meetings held in Fredericton over the past year and Harry MacLean of NB Power has promised to look into this issue.  A survey was sent out to NB Fire Department and there were only 3 or 4 replies from departments having problems..

Gerald Martin St. Basil – He stated there has been no change in their area however is still takes 1 – 2 hours to get assistance from NB Power.  He stated there is too much talking however no answers or a cure is being received. 

Fire Chief Frank Guitar of Belledune is still having problems with DNR. When they arrive on the scene they want to keep only a couple of Belledune Fire Fighters and send the remaining home.  Chief Guitar stated that if DNR does not want to keep all their fire fighters then they all will go home. Chief Guitar stated that Belledune Fire Department does not have the Wildland Firefighter course and will not take it as DNR is charging for this training. Chief Gerald Martin stated another problem with DNR is they arrive at the scene with a pickup and no equipment.  Fred Kennedy stated when forestry calls his department they go out to protect the house.  This should be done in all areas of the province.  Fred asked if the association wishes assistance with they send there issues in writing and they will be brought to the Ministers.

WHSCC – Ben reported this is an issue which will be discussed in June and the departments who are not registered will be advised.

Paramedic Bill 66 – meetings have been held with Minister at the beginning of this year.  There will be a committee formed with Government, Union, OFM and Chief Hamer will sit on this committee to represent the Association.

Dispatch is going well, there has been a committee formed and equipment being purchased.  Miramichi City was chosen for the pilot project and the committee is working well.  This will be on line the end of the June.  OFM reported the next phase will be in the Edmundston.  Survey will be sent out to the fire departments for communication equipment presently in the department.  Staff will be in touch with the various department and meetings will be held.

Pandemic Flu – no report

Tax Break Fred Kennedy stated talks are still ongoing, the CAFC is also working on this and is looking at a $ 3000.00 cut.  Minister Foran stated because of the all the volunteers in the province the government cannot give money to all volunteers.  Fire Fighters are not in the same category as volunteers who collect for organizations.  Fred stated the fire fighters should be knocking on doors at the government representation and government offices.  The fire service is not being used fair. Ben Laroche stated the fire service should speak with Claudette Bradshaw on her visits throughout the province on Volunteer Service. 

Radio communication Route 180 – David Murphy St. Anne Regional reported that the road between Bathurst and St. Quentin has no radio communication between these two points.  This is an issue which they have had for years.  Ben stated this will be alleviated with the fire dispatch is in this region.  Rob Stevenson reported the signage on Route 108 most calls come from cell phones and 911 dispatches have no way of tracking the location of the calls.  Better signage would be an asset to assist the fire service.  He stated a tower was installed for the Sunny Corner area and perhaps when they are in their area the same could be done. There are DNR towers and it was suggested repeaters put on the towers to assist their area.  David Murphy stated they receive numerous calls in this area.  They do have one EMO radio on their vehicle however this does not get through at all times.

Stuart Smith Chief Stanley route 107 Williamsburgh – Juniper is a dark hole RCMP health services or the fire department have no communication. Fred asked Chief Smith to send correspondence on this issue.  

Gerald Martin pubic safety – 385 Carlton there is no phone or radio service as well as 385 Riley Brook there is no communication. 

Plaster rock, Belledune and Balamore Fire Departments are facing the same problem with radio communication.

Mario Godin – Robertville – PMCC Fire Dispatch committee – these problems areas have been brought to the committee’s attention and are being addressed and will solve various problems. Fred reported that the trucking system is being looked into and this system will be coming.

New Business

Norman Thibodeau reported a meeting will be held with NB Power to discuss the issue of arrival time.  

Norman Thibodeau commented on how well the fire fighters worked together during the train derailment between Saint.Leonard and Grand Falls.  Any problems which arise were from CN people. Provincial Haz Mat team also responded.

Gerald Martin – Technical Electrical Inspectors stated that fires occurring at night or weekends it is impossible to get an electrical inspector, they are calling 3 to 4 times to get an inspection on site.  We have to pay a volunteer to stay all night and then he must go to his regular job.  The chief stated he has called three or four inspectors and they refused to go out in the middle of the night or a weekend.  He stated a letter will be sent to the Ministers and he also asked if other departments are having the same problems please send correspondence to the government as well.  Ben Laroche stated Chief Martin is correct in sending a letter.  This will give an answer back to the department.  

New Business

Beresford Daniel Duguay – 911 service bulletin have been received from OFM not to use dispatch to call NB power.  This should be in the duties of the 911 PSAP.  This is a safety issue for the department responding. Ben Laroche stated the department does have the right to call PSAP and have them call the agencies required.

Stephen Armour Bath Fire Department – asked information regarding required training.  OMF reported the IFSTA 5th edition will be coming out.  This document will be translated. 

Hours of training is being increased.  The working committee is looking at this issue and discussion is being held.  Time is needed to evaluate training of the volunteer fire service.

Rob Stevenson reported a committee was developed through the Association for Local Service Districts to address the types of Rescue Service for the departments.  A package is being developed to bring the minister. This is going to take time however work is being carried out. If there are any questions please go to your association director and he will bring the issue to the board.

Gerald Martin – fire fighter license plates – list are being sent and their names are not being put on the list.  He has been waiting for two years.  He suggested that each department bring their list to the MV department.  Retired members are still on the list and he is sending his updated list.  Fred asked Chief Martin to bring this issue to the AGM this date.

John Magee Havelock –he asked the fire marshal as to why LSD cannot have Defibrillators on their vehicles.  This is being looked into by the Local Service district rescue service committee.  John Magee stated he has 1st responders in his department.  Rob Simonds stated the NBAFC is working on this issue and will be resolved, however it will be at the desecration of the fire service should they wish to carry out 1st responder.  This issue was also brought to the ministers.  Local government is working with the association 

Chairman Volunteer Fire Chiefs Committee – Maurice Godin asked if it had to be a director.  Any Chief can be nominated to the position.

Serge Serois was nominated for Chairman of the Volunteer Committee, 1st request for nominations, 2nd request for nominations, 3rd request nominations for the chairman – Gerald Martin moved to nominations cease. With no other nominations Fred Kennedy appointed Serge Serois Chairman of committee.  2nd chair nomination of John Magee and nomination of Frank Guitar, nomination Maurice Godin, Accepted John Magee, Frank Guitar declined, Maurice Godin accepted nomination.  John Magee was elected Vice Chairman of the Volunteer Chiefs. 

Gary Cooper motion to destroy ballots and 2nd Frank Guitar, Motion carried.
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