Report of Legislative and Resolutions Committee  

Status of Resolutions:

2002-1: Resolution to permit Fire Prevention Officers to write POPA tickets.

This resolution is part of a package the Fire Marshal is bringing forth as suggested changes to the Fire Prevention Act.

2003 – 1: Presumptive Legislation re 5 types of Cancer for Firefighters

The NBAFC Executive is meeting with the Workplace Health and Safety Commission on 3 May 07, to discuss progress on the issue of presumptive cancer legislation for firefighters.

2003-2: Encourage Federal and Provincial Governments to develop policies to allow their employees who are volunteer firefighters to respond to emergency incidents without loss of pay.

This policy was implemented as a pilot with the Department of Public Safety of New Brunswick as a pilot in 2005.  Fire Marshal Ben LaRoche reports that he is preparing a report on this pilot.  We will be waiting his recommendation and any further action within other provincial government departments.

2003-3: Endorsement of Federal Bill C-325 for changes to Income Tax Act to allow for a $3000 tax deduction for all volunteer firefighters.

The federal issue is being lobbied on by the CAFC and the CVFSA.  The provincial bill that was brought forward by the Progressive Conservatives last month, will be raised with the Minister of Public Safety during the Executive Meeting on 3 May, 2007

2004-1: Resolution supporting NBCC Miramichi as primary delivery agent of NFPA Certified or IFSAC Accredited training in the province. 

The agreement has been signed with Nova Scotia regarding IFSAC accreditation.  Proctors are being trained in May, from New Brunswick, to be able to carry out testing in New Brunswick.

2004-2:  Resolution supporting pre-employment program in New Brunswick 

Message presented during NBAFC Presentation to Minister(s) of TED, DPS and ELG November 27, 2005.  No further status report to date from government.  Private training agency graduated IFSAC Class in 2005 + 2006 in Fredericton. 

2004-3: Resolution are changing Standing Room Occupant Load Requirement for Licensed Establishments

This issue is being examined by the Fire Marshal with a recommendation to be brought forward to the NBAFC.

2005-1: Resolution re dropping requirements in LSD Fire Departments for Defensive Driving Requirements.

The requirement for defensive driving is to follow the Office of the Fire Marshal’s Office, which is for driver’s of fire apparatus to have a certified emergency apparatus course.

2005-2:  Resolution re confusion between DNRE and DOE Regulations on open burning.

The Committee chair conducted research and analysis into the two departmental regulations, and has produced a comparison of the two policies.  This will be presented to the Department that brought forward the resolution, to determine if this meets their needs..

2006-1: Resolution re inclusiveness of Industrial Firefighters Brigades in Province for firefighter license plates.

A meeting between the Industrial Fire Chiefs’ Association and NBAFC will be held in May to institute these changes through Gordon Baird, License Plate Executive Officer emeritus.  

2006-2:  Resolution recommending Province Adopt Nova Scotia model of Level 1 and 2 Firefighter Training to reduce the amount of hours in New Brunswick. 

NBCC and FMO looking at differences in hours between two provinces.  No further action to date.  Awaiting responses from NBCC & Fire Marshal.

2006-3:  Resolution re Proposed Bill 66 – Paramedic Act – Province of NB

Correspondence sent and replies received from Premier and Minister of Health.  Bill received Royal Assent June 2006.  No further action to date.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS:

There is not currently any active legislation before the Provincial Legislature in due to the recent change in government.  The following comments are offered:

· Under the current Liberal Government, as opposition, they brought forward two bills, Presumptive Cancer Legislation(Bill 5) which made it to Committee in 2005 and died.   Further, the now Premier Shawn Graham, introduced a Private Members Bill in 2003, titled Bill 2, Volunteer Protection Act,  which appeared to have some impact on volunteer 

fire departments but would not have prevented the criminal trial that took place in St. Anne 3 years ago.   

