Annual General Meeting Grand Falls May 18, 2007

Meeting called to order President Fred Kennedy 13:50 hours.

Motion by Wells Chapman to accept minutes of AGM for May 2006, 2nd Leo Mulholland, motion carried

There was no business arising from the minutes of 2006.

Financial report prepared by Allain & Associates for 2006 was given by N. LeBlanc moved to accept report by Tim Nickerson, 2nd Raymond LeBlanc, motion carried.

Committee Reports

Legislation and resolution – report attached, Rob Stevenson moved acceptance of report, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.

The Provincial Government did not recommend the Resolution submitted by the NBAFPO regarding Occupancy Load.  Tim Nickerson of Royal District stated he is opposed to the recommendation from the fire marshal and stated the resolution was for Life Safety not NFPA requirements.  Tim asked the other fire departments be made aware of OFM recommendation.  Recommendation of Fire Marshal on web site under minutes of AGM 2007

Changes to license plate resolution for Industrial Chief will be amended to include industrial chiefs.

Constitution and By Laws – motion under Article V111 AGM moved for change, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.  The AGM will take place the weekend after the Victoria Day weekend in May.

Fund Raising $72,854.21 compared to last year it is up $10,500.00 motion to move adoption Fred Kennedy 2nd Raymond Leblanc, motion carried.

Convention 2008 – Jody Price reported this convention will be held May 23, 24, 25/08 and will be hosted by Capital District.  Information will be inserted on the web once plans are underway.  Fredericton Inn will be host hotel. 

Health & Safety – Fred Kennedy reported on his contact with WHSCC Mr. Doug Donny Assistant Director for the region.  Mr. Donny has not been involved in the fire service however previous documents which were given to him by Jack Campbell, and he will update himself and will meet with Mr. Campbell Move adoption of report 2nd Maurice Godin, motion carried.

Education & Training – Jody Price reported on the workshop for 2007.  Information is on the NBCC web site. He asked registration be sent in as soon as possible.  Moved to accept report 2nd George Smith, motion carried.

Fred Kennedy reported that $ 2500.00 has been received from MFCA for the Training of NB Fire Fighters Workshop,.

Awards – Fred Kennedy reported there are two recipients into the Hall of Flame Retired Fire Chief Bert Morin and Retired Fire Chief Dave Keating.  Awards will be presented at the closing banquet.  

Haz Mat – Rob Simonds reported Moncton Fire Department has signed on for a light team.  Chief of Bathurst Fire Department continues discussion with neighboring communities.  With the two heavy teams and one light team efforts are ongoing with these departments.  Rob acknowledged the work of the Deputy Fire Marshal Norman Thibodeau and has been a key link to the OFM.  Moncton will in some point in time evolve to a heavy team; response area will be less for the others.  Rob Simonds moved report 2nd Tim Nickerson, motion carried.

EMS – Doug Hamer reported on a meeting held with the Ministers regarding the Cancer legislation. A result of this meeting is a meeting to be held in June with members of the NBAFC, IAFF, CUPE and WHSCC to discuss moving this legislation forward.

Medical 1st responder – there is a committee struck with the NBAFC and the government requesting a meeting to discuss 1st responder with LSD departments.  Chief Hamer noted that the departments be careful on what the government wants them to carry out.

NBAFPO – Leo Mulholland has been working on various programs in conjunction with OFM.  Partnership with Prevention Source with members of the St. Paul Fire department has been successful to date.   The NBAFPO Annual workshop was held in Moncton and the speakers were very interesting. The Association is working on trying to obtain better communication with the New Brunswick Fire Prevention officers.  This is aimed at taking a look at the issue of changing the date of the annual workshop.  It will be held in Miramichi and will be changed to Friday and Saturday.  Website updates for the association is also part of their work plan along with updates to the constitution, moved for adoption Leo Mulholland, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

LSD apparatus committee – Norman Thibodeau is continuing to meet on the apparatus and there have been 16 vehicles being purchased this year.  A copy of the specification will be sent out to the fire Chief with the shop drawing of the vehicle.  Should they do not receive these specification please contact Norman or Dallas Boudreau.  The inspections of the vehicle are to be ready to roll for delivery the next day.  Norman Thibodeau moved adoption of report 2nd Ken Akerley, motion carried. 

Volunteer Chiefs – Fred reported a good meeting was held at the Volunteer Chiefs meeting this date.   Serge Serois was elected Chairperson – and John Magee Vice Chairperson.

License Plate data backup will be made for the NBAFC.  There is a discrepancy in the number of plates issued to fire fighters.  Wells Chapman spoke on the defacing of the license plates.  This is a concern of the Fire Chiefs and a letter will be sent to RCMP.  Rob Simonds suggested just the name changes be forwarded to Gordon Baird. It was asked if the list could be made available to the Chief of the department.  Mario Durette reported this is being looked at through the web site.  Doug Hamer suggested the Chiefs email Gordon Baird to obtain a list of names of their specific department and G. Baird can forward the list for the Chief of the department to verify.

Red Lights – Maurice Godin turned this issue over to Fire Marshal Ben Laroche

Fire Dispatch Implementation Committee:

The Provincial Fire Dispatch program continues, with the first site nearing final completion in Miramichi.   Some equipment delays meant that the entire project has not been completed by the target date of April 1, 2007.  It is anticipated that this equipment will be operational by June 2007.    Currently some of the work completed includes:

· Draft dispatch operational procedures

· Installation of Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) Equipment

· Upgrading of radio/paging systems in Neguac, Rogersville.  Sunny Corner FD equipment and some links to Miramichi Dispatch awaiting install.

· Signing of agreement with municipalities completed

Although Edmundston was identified as the next site, some delay is anticipated as the Provincial Government moves ahead on its new wireless initiative.  (PWI)

There is no expectation currently that the PWI will have any long term negative impact on local fire department communication systems.  It is expected that the announcement of the PWI initiative and direction will take place in the summer of 2007.  

911 PSAP Committee:

A meeting of the 911 – PSAP Committee was held in Saint John on 24/25 April.  

Some of the issues of interest to the fire service included:

· A number of incident reports from the Rexton/Richibucto Village/Richibucto and Beersville area fire departments has highlighted the need for a meeting between the Fire Chiefs and Codiac PSAP.  This is anticipated to take place within the next couple of weeks, to improve communication between the PSAPS and the fire departments.  

· It is highly recommended that regional associations meet with their regional PSAPS, including inviting PSAP personnel to their regional meetings and tour the PSAPS to familiarize all parties with each other’s issues and or responsibilities.

· New Operating Procedures Directives will be distributed within the next month to all fire departments.  It was also suggested that these may be posted on the NBAFC website with some telephone numbers removed for security purposes.  It is strongly recommended that ALL fire departments make themselves familiar with this document.  

· Discussion on challenges of new telephone technologies (i.e. number portability, VOiP Phones, cell phones) and their impact on 911.

· Few incidents of fire departments still using PSAPS to perform DISPATCH functions for them (call mutual aid, NB Power etc) when there are no formal arrangements in place for the 911 PSAPS to do this.

DETD – Leandre Rouselle reported a Strategic Plan has been developed that will lead us toward the next three years in the Fire Service.  Plan has been approved by the NBAFC in principle.  It will be presented to the Deputy Minister’s Office for approval.

· Over 2006 support and training has been provided to approximately 1,256 students writing exams in various programs.  Approximately 500 certificates were issued.  The training is still very much ongoing and NBCC still have a great demand for exams.

· Memorandum of Understanding was signed with Nova Scotia Fire Service Qualifications Board in order to offer IFSAC Seals to those fire fighters who wish to be IFSAC Accredited.

· To date there are four NB instructors who received proctor Status to evaluate the practical part of the FF 1 program.

· In the summer of 2007 instructors from NS Fire Fighter School will be in Miramichi to certify 12-15 of our instructors to the IFSAC Accreditation Level.

· Meetings have been held with various departments to discuss training needs and go over the logbook with them.  

· 2006 Workshop was well attended and good comments have been received regarding the Flashover Trailer.

· 2007 Workshop will be held September 14 & 15.  The various sessions will be posted on the NBAFC web site.  

Leandre Rousselle moved adoption 2nd Frank Guitar, motion carried

Office of the Fire Marshal move adoption of report Ben Laroche, 2nd Frank Guitar.  Report of Fire Marshal inserted in minute section of the web site.
Industrial Chiefs – Bruno Gagne report on behalf of Stan Mullin – . He wishes to thank the NBAFC for there support.  New President of Industrial Chief is Stan Mullin 

Bruno moved adoption of report 2nd Ken Akerly, motion carried

Nominating Committee

Leo Molhalland Chairman Nominating Committee – President Robert Simonds, 1st VP Jody Price, 2nd Raymond LeBlanc all nominee have agreed to accept these positions.

Moved this report 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.

Call for nominations from the floor one calling for president, 2nd call for president, 3rd and final call, Chief Robert Simonds was elected President with no other nominations.

1st VP Jody price 1st call for nomination, 2nd call nominations 1st VP, 3rd and final call Jody Price elected to 1st VP

2nd Chief Raymond LeBlanc – 1st call for nomination, 2nd call nominations, 3rd and final call  Raymond LeBlanc elected to 2 VP

Fred Kennedy Past President.

Motion to adjourn Jody Price, 2nd Frank Guitar, motion carried

