Meeting NBAFC Board of Directors April 27 & 28, 2007

Motion to adopt Minutes of previous meeting by Tim Nickerson as circulated, 2nd Mike Walton, motion carried

Financial Report – Banks statement for period ending in March 2007 balance 

$ 119,404.19. Nadine Leblanc reported the Fenety Marketing campaign has brought to the Association $72,854.21for year 2006-2007 and approximate increase of $ 6,000.00 compared to last years campaign, motion by D. Hamer to accept report, 2nd Rob Stevenson, motion carried

Committee Reports

Nominating committee – Leo Mulholland reported the present executive has been approached to accept the next seat and have agreed to remain.  One other member has entered their name for the post of 2nd Vice President, motion to accept Leo Mulholland, 2nd by Wells Chapman, motion carried

Report of Legislative and Resolutions Committee – Rob Stevenson updated the Board members on the various resolutions full report will be presented at AGM in May.

Moved adoption of report by Robert Stevenson 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried

Convention Committee 2007 – Yvon Pelletier reported on the work being done for the upcoming convention.  Ben Laroche asked the Board for their approval to invite Victoria Pickerton.  Victoria has dedicated herself on behalf of the Insurance Company who gave financial support towards the Alarm and ready campaign. Motion to adopt Maurice Godin 2nd Jeff Richardson, motion carried

Health & Safety – Jeff Richardson reported the committee is still trying to meet with 

WHSCC, no meeting set to date.

Education & Training – Jody reported meetings are being held to plan the training workshop to be held the 14 & 15 September.  Information will be on the web site shortly. Motion to adopt report by Tim Nickerson, 2nd Wells Chapman, motion carried

Awards Committee – Rob Stevenson Miramichi Valley one nomination for Hall of Flame Retired Fire Chief Dave Keating, motion to submit application to the committee 2nd Leo Mulholland, motion carried.

Jody asked for information on the application and procedure for the bravery award. This item was discussed and it was agreed to have the Awards committee look into this matter further.

Haz Mat committee – Rob Simonds reported there have been no meetings with the Office of the Fire Marshal, however he was glad to report that the City of Moncton Fire department has signed on as a light team.  Plans from Moncton are that in the future they will be developing a heavy team.  

Edumundston area is still in abeyance for the time. Fire Marshal Ben Laroche reported a discussion is being held for a light team concept, Wells Chapman reported on a meeting held last week and meeting was held in Miramichi and Campbellton and they have found members to join this team.  Rob reported possibly prior to June a meeting will be held with the OFM, Rob Simond motion to accept report 2nd Mike Walton, motion carried.  Jody Price asked the Fire Marshal to inquire on a haz mat incident, which occurred in Sussex where caller was informed to call in RST for assistance instead of the provincial haz mat team.  Fire Marshal will inquire and report on this matter.

Fire Prevention Committee – Leo Mulholland reported two meetings have been held with NBAFPO. The AGM meeting was good however numbers of attendance were low.  

NBAFPO remain in partnership with Prevention Source. Leo informed the members a report on the past years expenses and revenue was favorable for Prevention Source.  They will be attending the MFCA this year to present their ideas.  Leo asked the NBAFC to support this company as they can supply PR material in both official languages. Review of the annual dues was approved by NBAFPO, and will be raised to $ 50.00.  

The request to join the NBAFC convention was discussed during their meeting.  The concern of holding their meeting during the week when volunteer officers could not attend was discussed and there was a consensus the meeting would be held on Friday & Saturday in order to accommodate the volunteer members. The Annual Conference for 2008 will be held in Miramichi.  Fire Marshal Laroche asked the NBAFPO to advise the office in advance of topics they wish to have presented at their annual meeting.

Alarm & Ready campaign 5072 smoke alarms were purchased for this campaign.

$ 10,000 was returned to the Association from the NBAFPO.  

Motion to accept report by Leo Mulholland 2nd Jeff Richardson, motion carried.

AD Hoc Committee

Red Light – No report – Maurice Godin asked about the survey and correspondence received.  Doug Hamer stated that Provincial Government recommended that a Policy person is to be appointed. B. Laroche reported that a policy analysis would be hired to work on false alarms and the red light issue. Fire Marshal stated the most important issue is the false alarm. Maurice Godin stated the red light issue has been requested since the late 90’s; the length of time to work on issues by the NBAFC was brought to the floor. Fire Marshal stated that all aspects must be looked at and that Insurance for the member is also an issue. Jody Price made a motion that support be given to Office of the Fire Marshal for the issue of “False alarms”, this is priority to the fire service and should given to the Policy Analysis and the Red light issue be the second, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.

License Plate – Doug Hamer will be visiting with G. Baird regarding Industrial Chief’s resolution 2006-1 and will report to President. A protocol needs to be put into place once further information is received.

Doug Hamer gave report on Fire Dispatch committee and the 911 PSAP committee, full report to be given at May meeting. Moved by Doug Hamer for adoption of report, 2nd Rob Stevenson, motion carried

Rob Simonds congratulated Ben Laroche on his appointment to the position of Provincial Fire Marshal.

DNR – Tim Greer (report will be translated and entered on the NBAFC web site)

Permanent Chief Committee – No report

Fire Service Rescue committee – Rob Stevenson reported the committee is discussing the type of rescue which presently is required through the fire service, equipment required for the specific rescue, training required and who would provide the training.  The committee is complying this list and breaking it down for each member to carry out research.  Standards and accreditation is also an issue, which was looked at by the committee. Work is being done and asked for the membership’s ideas and patience. Rob Stevenson also stated that this committee was established for LSD districts. Rob Stevenson moved adoption of report 2nd Leo Mulholland, motion carried.

DETD – Reg Savoie reported on the training being held in the province. He stated he would be going to Waverly NS with Instructors for the training to become proctors.  

He will be meeting with each association’s instructors to inquire on the training needs; as well he will be meeting with the Chiefs.  IFSTA 5TH EDITION will be available in October.  Reg reported that an agreement has been reached with IFSTA for the next 10 years and they will provide NBCC will be translated issues. NBCC can provide training manuals. Cindy Lee 778-6979 fax # 778-6994 Arson Lev 11 will be available the last of week of May. Level 1 Arson course will be held June 18 – 22, 2007 Miramichi. Motion by Reg Savoie to adopt report 2nd Rob Stevenson, motion carried

Fire Marshal reported that Claudette Bradshaw of the province would be traveling the province to listen to concerns of various departments regarding Volunteer Fire Fighter issues within our province.  He will be making a presentation on behalf of the fire service on May 4th and there will be a presentation on the volunteer service within the province of New Brunswick. FF training, benefit package for volunteer, the volunteer focus group report (this is on web site), absence of leave from work are only some of the issues he will present.  

Truck committee is working well; the province has ordered additional trucks for various departments. Fire Marshal noted the annual report for 2005 will be out shortly and the Annual report for 2006 will be available in September. These reports will be on the web site. 

Fire Marshal is available to attend ceremonies for the presentation of Medals and awards just send an invitation and he will respond.

Moves for adoption of report Ben LaRoche 2nd Rob Stevenson, motion carried

Report Local Government – Dan Rae stated is he looking forward to the result of the Fire Service Rescue committee.  The process of purchasing fire apparatus continues to improve, sixteen vehicles have been ordered for 2007.  Move to adopt report Dan Rae, 2nd Wells Chapman, motion carried

Regional Directors – Capital District Jody Price Level1 & 2 courses have been completed.  Planning has commenced for the 2008 Convention.

Miramichi Valley – Rob Stevenson reported they are progressing with 911 pilot project and should be on line by possibly June.  FF1 course is on and should be completed in fall.  

Training committee has been established and is working toward the train the trainer program.

Acadian Pen - Maurice Godin reported a Level 1 course has been completed.  There will be a meeting held on May 9th for the fire chiefs of his association to meet with the department of National Defense regarding response tactics should a fire occur at the Tracadie range. 

Chauleur District Wells Chapman reported departments of Chauleur have been asked to attend this meeting as Maurice reported on.  Low attendance to their Association meetings has been a concern however Mario Godin has been appointed President and the attendance and association participation is growing stronger. Lev 1 & 2 training is ongoing.

Northwest – Louis Pelletier reported that Hubert Morin and Don Moreau would be putting on a fire investigation course. Instructors North West met with Reg Savoie regarding the issue of instructors.  Don Moreau will be presenting his comment on behalf of the Northwest to Claudette Bradshaw regarding Volunteer Fire Service.

Training continues in the northwest.

Central Valley – Mike Walton reported his association has received refresher course on propane. On May 15th Level 1 will be completed. Haz mat awareness is also being made available and there will be 12 instructors trained.

Fundy – Level 11  & FF 1 will be complete by fall.  Attendance has dropped off.  Campobello will be receiving a FF 1 course.  

Southeast – Level 1 Fire Fighter courses on going.  Train the trainer course is set up. Greg Patridge reported on the 2nd annual day training for Southeast, which will be held in RFD.  This is an extension of last years training.  

Royal District – Tim Nickerson 

· Level 1 training is ongoing in Musquash Fire,

· Level 2 near completion. 

· Zone 2 is attempting to receive Water shuttle rating.  

· Sussex will be building a training tower.

· The Royal District has accepted new constitution.   

· Two meetings have been held since January 2007. 

The safety issue of Incandescent lights is still be discussed and looked into.  Ben LaRoche will look into this matter further for Royal District.

A letter was sent to the Royal District regarding the Fire Service Rescue Committee regarding concerns for the service the LSD areas can provide.  The letter will be forwarded to Mario for web.  Jody asked Tim Nickerson to ask his association to wait.  The committee has held two meetings to date and should be able to give a report to their association in the near future.

Fire prevention material public awareness. Tim Nickerson commented on the funds available through budget of the OFM. Correspondence will be forwarded to the fire marshal expressing concerns for the cuts in funding for public education and awareness.  Ben Laroche stated this is a big challenge as the decision for budget cuts is decided through higher government than his office. However the Fire Marshal feels that there is public awareness within the province and with financial support such as the support shown for Alarm & Ready Campaign this alone gives good PR through our province.

Rob Simonds stated a discussion between Royal and OFM should take place to discuss this issue further. It was agreed that the fire marshal would attend a meeting held by Royal District in order to discuss their concerns further.    Leo Mulholland stated LSD areas are not seeing provisions from the government for fire prevention and education material.

Allan Peters – no report

Stan Mullin reported the Industrial Chief’s are working with NBCC 1081 fire training.  Training advisory board will review core curriculum.

N. LeBlanc reported her findings to apply for Master Card set up for the NBAFC. It was noted that should this be adopted that not only Master Card, but also Visa and all types of cards must be made available. Mario Durette will look into the E commerce on line purchasing.

Chief Doug Hamer made a motion that the NBAFC send a letter to Premier Shawn Graham (cc Minister of Natural Resources Honorable Donald Arsenault) expressing concern of the continuing reduction in manpower, budget and offices under the jurisdiction of Department of Natural Resources relative to wild land firefighting.  Further that this letter be released to the news media, 2nd Maurice Godin, motion carried.

President report to be deferred.

Bravery Award – Rob Simonds suggested a meeting or correspondence be done between   the President and the insurance company.  Motion by Tim Nickerson that the executive investigate this issue and report back next meeting, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Discussion regarding the correspondence received by Ms Henderson requesting permission to attend AGM to speak to the issues as outlined in her correspondence. Motion by Doug Hamer that Ms. Henderson be allowed to attend the AGM to promote her request and she invite the Fire Chief of Campobello, 2nd Jeff Richardson, motion carried

Convention 2008 date change – Jody Price stated the 2008 convention will be held the weekend after the long weekend in May.  The dates are set for May 23,24,25, 2008 
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