AGM Saint John New Brunswick May 27, 2006

Meeting called to order 

Minutes of 2005 Annual General Meeting read, motion of accept minutes Rob Stevenson 2nd Charlie Kavanagh motion carried.

One issue, which was not completed, is the carrying case for the Hall of Flame pictures.  Jody Price ensured this would be done for 2007.

Nominating committee – no report

Fund Raising Committee - $ 62,349.41 raised through the Fenety Marketing Campaign. Two Thousand was distributed to each association with the exception of Royal District as this district has expressed their non-support in this campaign. 

Health & Safety Committee – 

· Use of Portable radios by structural fire fighters – passed to the Regulation Review Committee to address when regulations are reviewed.

· Use of bunker gear vs. other acceptable clothing for grass and brush fires. WHSCC has approved nomex coveralls

· Placards on buildings with chemical storage to alert fire fighters. No regulation to date.  This item is being passed on to the regulation review committee.

· NFPA 1972, standard on helmets: Face shield vs. goggles. WHSCC would accept goggles if they provide for equal or greater protection for the user.  If there is a risk to the lower part of the face then face shields would be the preferred method.

· Use of Ice grips on Fire fighting footwear.  WHSCC will not discourage the use.

· Confined Space Entry:  While there is no specific regulation under 91-191 requiring fire fighters to be training in confined space entry or rescue it is part of the employers responsibility under Section 9(2) of the Occupational Health & Safety Act to ensure employees are of the Hazards and training in their duties to ensure a workers health and safety.  This has been referred to the review committee.

Motion to accept report Fred Kennedy 2nd Rob Stevenson, Motion carried.

Fred reported on his conversation with Jeff Campbell of WHSCC.  There will be a committee formed which will involve three members of the NBAFC. Stan Mullin of the Industrials Chiefs requested a member from Industry also serve on this committee.

Awards Committee – Fred reported an application was received and accepted for retired Fire Chief Bert Morin to be a recipient into the Hall of Flame, however due to health problems this presentation will be done during the 2007 conference in Grand Falls.

Retired Fire Chief Don Moreau and Gordon Baird have been nominated for Honorary Life Members and plaques will be presented at the 2006 banquet.

Fred Kennedy stressed to the members the importance of submitting names for the Hall of Flame.  Information can be obtained at the back of the constitution and is on the web site.

Convention committee – Doug Hamer reported on meeting held in Saint John in February. Doug Hamer commented on the hard work carried out through the year preparing for the conference and the excellent job, which was done. Moved by Yvon Pelletier, 2nd Raymond Leblanc, motion carried

Training & Education - Jody Price reported on the Training Workshop for 2006 September 15, 16, 2006 planned for Miramichi. Jody Price stated the partnership continues between NBAFC, Office of the Fire Marshal, NBCC, Local Government and the Maritime Fire Chiefs, and is working very well. The format has changed for 2006. Friday evening will be a keynote speaker Jack Snoke from Origan. Three sessions are planned dealing with amalgamation of fire service, recruitment and retaining of volunteers.   Motion by Robert Stevenson to accept report as submitted, 2nd Wells Chapman. Motion carried

Haz Mat Committee – Rob Simonds informed the members the City of Saint John has signed the contract with the Province to go forward and develop a Hazardous Material Team.  Agreed in principal there will be one heavy team in the province and the Saint John team will be starting with operational plans.  

The City of Moncton will be giving consideration to developing a light team. A light team is made up of four members. Discussion with other corresponding Cities is on going.  Geographical coverage for the City of Fredericton and Oromocto will cover 2/3 of the province. City of Saint John will cover from Saint Stephen to Nova Scotia to Baie Saint Anne.  Talks are continuing with Provincial members and members of the Association.  Moved by R. Simonds, 2nd Robert Stevenson. Motion carried.

NBAFPO – Leo Mullaghan reported the NBAFPO meets quarterly. The annual seminar for 2006 was held in Moncton.  A major concern of the NBAFPO during the last year is the increase in fire deaths and the nature of the suspicious fires. These suspicious fires seem to have a relation with drug operations. Leo informed the members that the RCMP would visit the associations to assist in the education in the area drug laboratories.  Another area of concern for the Association is “Radio Communications”. 

Fire Prevention theme for 2006 is “At home fire safety is your Responsibility” He thanked Dave Gallant for his assistance working with the committee. Purchasing of PR materials used by fire departments is a problem due to language concerns.  Much of our PR material is available in one language only (English or French). The NFAPO has formed a partnership with a group from the Saint Paul fire department to produce bilingual material and will be translated to the provincial standards.  The creation of “BURNY” the fire fighting Beaver has been created and will be used on the material.  He expressed his gratitude to the members involved from the Saint Paul fire department. Moved to accept Leo Mullagan 2nd Rob Simonds. On the question Fire Chief Robert Stevenson asked if the NBAFPO discussed the motion from the April 2006 Board of Directors meetings asking the NBAFPO to carry out their annual seminar during the weekend of the NBAFC’s the annual convention in order that more volunteer personnel could attend.  Leo reported he has just been elected president and this issue will be brought to the next committee meeting. Motion carried.

EMS Raymond LeBlanc informed the members of the meeting with the Minister of Public Safety in Fredericton.  Issues addressed are Medical 1st responder and should be going through legislation within the next 6 months. This will allow LSD departments to perform 1st responder rescue.  He informed the members that auto extrication can be carried out by the LSD departments and should medial assistance be required if the ambulance is not on scene then the members cannot stand by and wait, rescue must be attempted.  

Chief Price also stated the local government wants each rescue service identified. The government does not want to have just the word rescue.  Chief Lagan of Welesford Fire Department reiterated Chief Price’s comments and stated this is a very serious matter which needs to be resolved.  He recommended all fire departments be informed when the act is changed. David Murphy Saint Anne regional asked if defibrillation will be included in this request. Ben Laroache clarified that there are two types of medical response and defibrillation will be allowed.  This is also a policy statement and there will be a meeting on June 7th.  Doug Hamer stated that defibrillation will be part of the CPR training.  Chief Hamer did comment that not all provincial departments want to carry out 1st responder Two other training areas discussed was High angel and confined space, however this is in the future, Motion to accept report Raymond LeBlanc, 2nd Robert Stevenson, motion carried

Legislation & Resolution – Chief Hamer reported on the Red light resolution. The Office of the Fire Marshal has this item on the list of priorities and a Policy Analysis will be hired through MVA to address the issue. 

Cancer bill has had no action.  

Occupancy load in nightclubs - this resolution has been forwarded to the cities association and has been tabled for next meeting.  

Industry Canada re VHS radio systems correspondence has been forwarded to the Minister of Industry Canada and New Brunswick Members of Parliament.  

On May 11th legislature will be addressing Bill 66 to regulate Paramedic association of 

New Brunswick. Wells Chapman asked if there was any reply however no reply to date.

Resolution 2006 – 1 – Moved by Chief Hamer to accept Resolution submitted by South East Fire Fighters Association, 2nd Raymond LeBlanc, On question, Wells Chapman asked if Jody Price has looked at the number of hours to instruct a Level 1 in New Brunswick versus Nova Scotia. Chief Price stated the standards review committee brought out these hours.  They were used for a safe number as it may only take 75 hours however is difficult to track.  Chief Price has not completed this project to date and is hoping to bring an answer to the next board meeting.  Jim Lagan asked where this resolution would be going. He was informed it would move forward to the Fire Marshal’s office.  Motion carried.

911 Regional Dispatch – Rob Simonds reported work being done on the regional fire dispatch committee. Chief C. LeBlanc of Dieppe has resigned from the committee.

Miramici City will be test site.  Moved Rob Simonds 2nd Robert Stevenson, motion carried.

LSD Committee – No report

Permanent Chiefs – A motion passed unanimously the NBAFC write a letter to the Minister of Public Safety and request that a representative from the NBAFC be permitted to participate in the selection process for the new Fire Marshal for the Province of New Brunswick.  Secondly, recognizing that the vacancy now exist with respect to the permanent position of Fire Marshal for the Province of New Brunswick, the NBAFC petition the Minister to initiate the selection process immediately and that the position be filled forthwith, Motion by R. Simonds on behalf of Chair Chief Philip Toole of Fredericton Fire Department and the Permanent Chiefs Committee, 2nd Jody Price.   Motion carried

Volunteer Chiefs – No report  

License Plate committee – Chief Kennedy advised the members to continue sending department updates to Gordon Baird and any retired personnel. Email and fax numbers for G. Baird is on the web site.

Web Master Report – Mario Durette asked the fire chiefs again to provide a list of emails for their fire fighters for the provincial mailing list.  Email is the number one area of communication.  Mario advised the members of the web section called, Last Alarm.  This page is used for fallen firefighters whether it is a line of duty death or retired personnel.  

President’s Report – Fred Kennedy reported on the various meetings he attended on behalf of the NBAFC. He also attended the CAFC conference as well as the government day in Ottawa which he had the opportunity to distribute correspondence which concerned the fire service. 

Moved to accept report by Fred Kennedy 2nd Yvon Pelletier, motion carried.

Financial Report – statement of income and surplus for the year ended December 31, 2005 Income $140,213.00, surplus end of year $ 107,323.00.  Moved by Jody price 2nd Charlie Leblanc, motion carried.

2nd VP Jody Price – Jody Price commented on the opportunity to be a member of the Executive of the NBAFC. He noted the opportunity of attending the meetings with the minister allows him to understand issues of concern for both parties.  Jody stated it is important to keep the OFM and the NBCC as partners.  

Associate Directors

Leandre Rousselle NBCC 

· Issued certificates to approximately 500 fire fighters.

· Work with OFM to improve funding allotted to the training budget in order to make the training more accessible to everyone.

· September workshop, which has been very successful over the past years.  Discussion are beginning for September 2006

· Working with the OFM to coordinate and administer all the testing for fire fighter training.

· Plans to meet with instructors in order to discuss changes for the future.  This will be done by Association and will give opportunity to update instructor’s data bank.

· NBCC can offer IFSAC Accreditation though Nova Scotia Fire Fighters’ School to the fire fighters who which to obtain this training.  This would cover firefighters who took FF 1 and FF 11 training since 2003 after changing the curriculum and went to the 4th Edition of the Firefighting Manuals.  This process will be done on a cost recovery basis, meaning the firefighter or the department would be paying for the exam.

· Administrative Assistant will be hired by the end of May to assist with administrative tasks.

· The Haz Mat program is on going.

· Standard Advisory Training committee will be looking at a new Curriculum for Fire Investigation, Auto-Extrication and pump operation for volunteer fire departments. 

· Welcome of Leon Ross who has returned to Miramichi with the office of the Fire Marshal.  Leon will be working closely with the college.

· Best wishes to John McLaughlin, all the best in his new ventures.

OFM – attached motion by Ben Laroche Roy Kelly Hoyt 2nd motion carried.

DNR – no report

Industrial Chiefs – Stan Mullin reported on behalf of Denis Dalphe however no report was received.

1st VP Rob Simonds – Rob Simonds pointed out the various committees he works on behalf of the NBAFC, which he commented on in his previous reports.

He thanked the members for the opportunity to work with the Association.

Business from Floor
Doug Hamer - Bill 66 Act relating to the Paramedic Association of N. B.  That the New Brunswick Association of Fire Chiefs send a letter to Premier Bernard Lord and all the MLA’s in New Brunswick opposing the concept of a proposed Private Members Bill 66- An Act Respecting the Paramedic Association of New Brunswick” 2nd Jim Lanagan

Motion carried     

Tim Nickerson asked about the resolution re Papa tickets.  The NBAFPO would like to know where this issue stands.  The OFM is looking at the Fire Prevention act amendments and this will be part of the amendments.  

Meeting adjourned.

Board Meeting

Certification Accreditation Seal 

President Fred Kennedy explained the Certification Accreditation Seal to the members of the Board and Directors, a motion that the NBAFC Board of Directors go with the decision of Executive Directors, Greg Patridge, 2nd Wells Chapman. Motion carried
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