NBAFC Volunteer Chiefs - May 27, 2006 

Saint John, N. B.

Volunteer Chiefs meeting called to order 

Motion to accept minutes of 2005 Raymond LeBlanc 2nd Doug Hamer

Motion carried.

Red Lights for Volunteer Fire Service – Chief Hamer reported a meeting was held with Dick Isabelle, Director of Public Safety and a member of the Department of Motor Vehicle. A presentation was made and agreed that the previous study held will be looked into. Ben LaRoche reported on the meeting with the Director of MVA.  As in the past survey the red lights will be for the Chief and/or D/C. There will be a policy analysis done when the staff is in place.  

Power lines down and response for the time for the arrival of NB Power – A meeting was held with Norman Thibodeau, Office of the Fire Marshal and Harry MacLean of NB Power. A survey was forwarded to the various fire departments and response was very minimal (8 replies only).  It was reported that at times there is a 24 hour wait for arrival of line crews for down power lines.  NB Power is also looking at the issue of power hook ups, they agreed that there must be someone on site prior to power being turned on.  NB Power will look into supplying a number for the fire departments for power shut off. There will be another meeting once Mr. MacLean checks into these issues.  N. Thibodeau reported Mr. Maclean will contact Office of the Fire Marshal by the middle of June. 

False alarms – meeting was held with Don Button ADT regarding issues of response to false alarms. There are numerous fire departments having problems with this issue.

Chief Hamer reported Mr. Button reported 17% was an acceptable false alarm rate. Alarm companies are not calling to cancel when they know it is a false alarm. This problem must be discussed further.

OFM reported there are 27 fire departments not registered with the WHSCC. He informed members this is the responsibility of the Municipality. The Fire Marshal asked the Chiefs to contact their superiors to ensure this is being carried out. This is law, and should a firefighter receive an injury the member may not receive compensation benefits.

Steven Hamer asked what the stance was on the wild land fire fighter training through DNR.  He stated that the grass fires are numerous and they would like to see charges laid.  The forestry has control over the LSD districts regarding grass fires.  Fred Kennedy stated that if the department knows who set the fire then they should be calling the Police. 

Maurice Bujold reported there is no permits for grass fires he asked what difference is there between permanent and LSD districts.  He reported his department is not getting paid for their services to fight grass fires.  F. Kennedy reported that if they respond to a grass fire they are to contact the forestry and advise of the situation.  DNR is to inform the department if they are to take control of the fire, at that point the fire department can charge for the fire.  Chief Bujold stated that if they do not arrive to help then there is no fee afforded to the department. Chief Bujold was informed to send the invoice for services should they be asked to stand by or if they are asked to take control.

Chief Hamer reported on the issue of Bill 66 which will regulate the Paramedic Association of New Brunswick, allowing the association to control the paramedic business.  This association charges a fee to become a paramedic. Rules and standards of training must be followed.

This issue was brought to the permanent chief meeting and there are issues of how this could affect the fire departments carrying out medical first responder.  

Jim Lanagan asked if the province has any plans for a pandemic flu.  Fred Kennedy reported that his village carried out a mock disaster on a pandemic flu.  Meetings held have advised that the emergency people will be covered by the serum.  Dick Isabelle Public Safety and responsible for EMO reported there is no specific plan in place however they are working closing with Public Health. There are no answers to date and the concepts respecting to the priorities which may be available.  The firefighters will be one of the higher priority groups. Chief Hamer reported that the health and safety web site and the information from Health and wellness do have a plan.  The permanent chiefs have the fire fighters covered and if the family members of the fire fighters be affected there are plans for the family members to receive serum.  Jim Lanagan reiterated that the assurance to the volunteers will be protected.  Fred Kennedy stated the LSD representative should be contacted to assist the various associations. 

Charles Kavanagh asked where the Central Dispatch was located.  Ben LaRocher reported the fire service dispatch pilot project will begin Miramichi City.  A study and surveys have been done with the fire department to improve communications.  One item from the survey is the corporation of the fire service.  Once this pilot project is completed they will be going to another area.  

Jean Claude Docuette asked for an update on the Tax break for the volunteer fire service.  Fred Kennedy reported that a meeting was in Ottawa with the CAFC, letter’s have been forwarded by the NBAFC to Members of Parliament. No confirmation to date however the Bill looks favorable.    

Also radio communication on Route 180 and in the Carabeau section is not available.  He was informed there would be an investigation carried out however no reply has been received.  Department of Transportation is looking into this issue. Fire Marshal  informed him to speak with their Local Service Representation Lynn DeGrace.

Jim Lanagan asked if the province would be doing anything about fire fighters carrying out 1st responder.  Fred Kennedy a meeting was held with the Ministers and a report would be given at the Annual General meeting.

Fred Kennedy asked if their was a anyone interested in filling the position of Chairman Volunteers Chief, if so please advise the Executive of the NBAFC.  This position will be discussed at the next Board of Directors meeting in the fall.

Meeting adjourned.

