NBAFC Board of Directors meeting

Moncton N. B.  April 21, 22, 2006

Meeting called to order.

Motion to adopt minutes of previous meeting by Doug Hamer, 2nd Rob Simonds, motion carried.

DETD – Leandre Rouselle reported since the beginning of 2006 there has been 500 certificates for fire fighters awarded across the province.

The NBCC is working with the NS Firefighter Training School and the office of the Fire Marshal for the accreditation.  An understanding of agreement will be drafted for the accreditation.  The Province of New Brunswick will continue accreditation of the provincial fire fighters.  The certificate will have the NSFF School and the crest of the Province of New Brunswick.

Reg Savoie has been visiting various departments with the regions.  There have been three meetings in order to prepare for the Workshop 2006.  

Leandre Rousselle also noted there has been no strategic plan since 1997.  Leandre stated a plan has to be prepared for the future and within six months a strategic plan should be developed.

Robert Stevenson asked if the NBCC web site had training information.  Leandre reported they are presently working with Mario Durette to have a link with the NBAFC.  This link should be ready for the convention.  

Allan Wood – Royal District stated there was a problem receiving the cost for a course.  Leandre Rousselle stated it is hard to give an exact price without meeting with the association.  Chief Toole stated Holland College is starting training in Fredericton and asked if the NBAFC is supporting this training.  Leandre Rousselle reported that   all firefighters for the Province of New Brunswick are being trained the same and he supports this training.

Greg Patridge asked if there would be driver-training courses available to the fire fighters.  Leandre stated the college does not offer this course, however Dan Keays of Sussex does supply this training.

Doug Hamer asked Leandre to report on hours of training comparing New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.  It was reported there will be a meeting held through Jody Price and NBCC after this meeting a report will be made available.

Ray LeBlanc – EMS reported he was approached by Scott Hoyt to sit on this committee.  Three meetings have been held.  The main area of concern is the 1st Responder issue of Local Service Districts.    There will be a meeting in Fredericton May 3rd, 2006 with the executive of the NBAFC and the Minister of Public Safety.  This is one item that will be discussed.  Dan Rae of Local Government reported his department is working on this file, however there have been four ministers appointed in the past year.  The problem is legislation under the present act.  There has to be legislative authority.  This file is being worked on actively.  

Financial Report  - N. LeBlanc reported the bank balance to the end of March 2006 is $ 106,718.00.  

Fund Raising – N. Leblanc reported there has been $ 60,232.33 collected.  The campaign is down from last years total, however is not over yet.  Moved by Rob Simonds to accept report, 2nd Philip Toole, motion carried.

Committee Reports

Nomination committee – no report

Legislative & Resolution – no report

One resolution submitted for 2006 from the from Southeastern Firefighters association.

Philip Toole asked if the Association still supported the two Resolutions submitted in 2005, one being Pre Employment and the other Occupancies Loads.  He reported the City’s of New Brunswick are requesting an update.  The occupancy resolution has been tabled for a year for discussion with council.

Convention 2006 – Rob Simonds updated the members on the upcoming convention.  2007 Conference will be held in Grand Falls.

Health & Safety – F. Kennedy stated they are still waiting for information on the regulation update for work place health and safety.

Training Committee – Jody Price updated the members on the upcoming workshop for 2006.  Registration should be available by June 1, 2006 and new subjects are on the agenda for this year.

Haz Mat Report – No report – Meeting to be held May 10 in Fredericton.

Permanent Chiefs – No Report

OFM Report 

Fire Preventions Committee – Leo Mulholland of Cumberland Bay was elected President of the NBAFPO.  He updated the members on the Annual Workshop.  An item of importance to the fire service is Fire Prevention Material.  Bilingualism is an issue when ordering through other agencies.    Prevention Source/Source Prévention owned by member of the Saint Paul Fire Department will be working with the NBAFPO. Public Relation material has been developed and the NBAFPO will assist with the marketing.  The committee has asked for a table at the convention 2006 to show the items.  Material will be on the web site for advertising.

The NBAFPO requested financial assistance for one of their members to attend the Provincial & Territorial Fire Forum &  Life Safety Educators, in Manitoba.  Motion by Doug Hamer that the NBAFC send one members to the conference at an approximate cost of $ 1800.00, this be under the condition on discussion to coordinate there activities with the NBAFC, 2nd Rob Simonds, on the question; Chief Hamer recommend that the NBAFPO be involved with the NBAFC conference and educational activities. Further discussion on this committee joining the NBAFC conference has to take place as 90% of the Provincial fire fighters are volunteer fire fighters and are unable to attend the annual workshop.  Motion carried

DNR – Sandy McKinnon  - EFF Standards for Fire Departments and Forest Industry – Memo attached.

Sandy McKinnon noted that it is the responsibility of the Fire Chief to ensure that all his members are training.  Wildland Training is on going for the provincial fire fighters.  Regional training is being carried out.    

Motion by Doug Hamer that correspondence be sent to Minister Ashfield expressing the concern of the NBAFC with the recent cuts of DNR positions, 2nd Jody Price, on the question; Chief Hamer reported when the Wild land Fire Fighter training was brought to the table the New Brunswick Fire Fighters were assured that DNR positions would not be cut, it is becoming a mandate for fire department to take over DNR Wild land Fire Fighting. Motion carried

Sandy McKinnon reported there are approximately 800 Nomex coveralls available to fire fighters when they arrive on scene.

Burning Permits are still required and the 1888 number is still available for burning information.  Permits are not available for the burning of vacant fields.  As well Fire Departments are not permitted to control burn grass unless a permit is received from DNR.  Procedures must be followed.  Fire Session started April 1, 2006 this year due to the warm weather.

Director of Local Government Dan Rae reported the medical first responder is an ongoing and he is hopeful this will go to legislation.  

Government has also received a request for permission to examine the viability of the fire service to do Water Rescue.  

Dan reported on the Policy Statement for New Brunswick Local Service District Fire Departments.  Currently, it provides for Fire Chiefs/Deputy Fire Chiefs, Firefighters and Associate Members.  We

are considering providing for other types of membership, Auxiliary and Junior Members.

911 Fire Dispatch is also being worked on with Local Government officials.

Auto Extrication – Dan Rae reported there are 22 departments currently carrying out this duty.  Under the fire policy this is legislatively covered due to Fire Rescue.

Capital District

· Jody Price reported there have been 38 students who have carried out there Level 1 training, from nine various departments.

· Monthly meeting consisting of training are being held. 

· During the month of May the RCMP will be in to discuss drug labs.

· June the Association will be joining Boiestown for Show and Shine.

Fundy District

· Training is continuing with regard to drug labs.

· Calls have increased 85 in 2004; to date there have been 204.

Acadian Peninsula

· Courses are be held under the subject of FF 1 with 20 –25 members attending  

Royal District

· Last meeting of association was April 17, 2006.

· Dinner and Dance for their annual get together will be held June 3.

· Firefighting courses will be held in Hampton with five various departments attending.

· Fire Attack course will be held in Sussex

· Booth will be set up during the Sussex home show

· Auto Extrication training is on going

· Drug Lab session will be held in Hampton.

· Two other departments will be joining their association.

· Allan Wood asked again for a price on the courses through the NBCC, in order that they can prepare their yearly budget.

Miramichi Valley

· Fire Fighter 1 is near completion, written exam  will be carried out April 27, 2006.

Southeastern Fire Fighters

· Drug Lab training

· Training day scheduled for RFD May 6, 2006.

Northwest 

· Level 1 courses on going

· 2007 Conference will be hosted by Northwest FF Association and will be held in Grand Falls.  

· Session on Drug Labs held

· Auto Extrication courses are being given.

Central Valley

· Three Level 1 courses have been given.  

· A three day training session will be held in June 

Red Light Committee – one meeting held with the Office of the Fire Marshall and staff from Motor Vehicle Branch.  A policy consultant must look at the past survey.  This is part of the work plan.  Chief Hamer spoke with Minister Steeves re the policy consultant.  This will be brought to the May meeting.  Wells Chapman stated that if lights are given to Volunteer Officer there should be a Media Session carried out.  He sees no need for these lights.

License Plates – Letter has been sent to RCMP Division in Fredericton regarding the defacing of Plates.

Regional 911 – R. Simonds reported on issues being worked on by the committee.  The committee has identified minimum standards. Information was obtained by Mirimichi area.  There is an assessment of the cost being done and information will be provided when available. Chief Charles has resigned from the PSAP committee and Mario Godin is no longer on the committee.  There has been progress in grouping information and sharing of resources is necessary.  Replacement will be made for the committee members. Doug Hamer will replace Charles on the Regional 911 and the “ 911 PSAP committee”.

Acting Fire Marshall Ben Laroche reported for Ken Harris regarding the Fire Inspections.  It was suggested a “Memorandum of Understanding” be signed with department regarding inspections and Fire Prevention activities.  This issue will be brought to the Permanent Chiefs meeting in May.  This will allow Fire Chiefs to work with Fire Prevention to meet their goals.

Request from the Atlantic Combat Challenge team for financial support for the event to be held in July, Highfield Square Parking lot, Moncton N. B. Motion by Doug Hamer to allocate $ 500.00 to this event, 2nd Wells Chapman, motion carried.

Chief Hamer asked if anyone received information regarding the Radio Spectrum renewal.  A motion by Doug Hamer was made that correspondence be sent to all MP and Prime Minister not to support this proposal from Industry Canada, 2nd Greg Patridge,  motion carried.

President Kennedy reported on the meetings held with NB Power.  One issue was the length of time it took NB Power to respond to an emergency.  Emails were forwarded to all NB Departments for their concern on the time frame the association received six replies.

Hall of Flame nominee Bert Morin of Grand Falls, Motion by Rob Simonds, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.  Immediate family will be invited.

Motion made by Robert Stevenson to accept the sample ID card for fire Fighters presented by Ben Laroche Acting Fire Marshal with the addition of the Fire Department number, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

