NEW BRUNSWICK ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

Board of Directors Meeting -  January 27 & 28, 2006  Oromocto, N. B.

Minutes of meeting of September 30th were approved as submitted.  Moved by Mike Walton to adopt minutes, 2nd Denis Dalpe, Motion Carried

Motion to adopt the agenda for January 2006 meeting Doug Hamer, 2nd Greg Patridge, motion carried.

Web Site Presentation – Mario Durette

Discussion was held regarding advertisement on the web.  

Motion by Doug Hamer that 2 advertisements from two companies be inserted on the web at no cost to the company up to the convention date, companies to be determined by the President, 2nd Rob Simods, with the adition to motion to have a counter inserted on the web to see if this is worth while, Motion Carried.  Agreed Executor Director to contact Fenety Marketing and Metalfab to offer this service.

Mario Durette also showed the members the section Last Alarm for the web site and asked the members to advise him if they have any members who past away.

Financial Report – Nadine LeBlanc reported on the GIC’s with interest. The Fenety Marketing campaign has collected $ 33,791.00.  Bank balance to end of 2005 $ 60,974.40

Committee List 2005 – 06 was reviewed and members appointed.

Retaining Members – President Kenney stated that under the present Constitution of the NBAFC retaining members can be asked to serve on committees.  He advised the Board that Don Moreau is still willing to remain on the committee for School Bus Extrication Training.  Agreed 

License Plates – Gordon Baird will remain in charge of this data as a retaining member of the NBAFC.  All information is to be faxed to 755-6737.  Correspondence will be forwarded to the RCMP to advise of the defacing of license plates.

Training Committee report – Jody Price reported on the cost of the workshop for 2005.  Information on the workshop will be forwarded to Executive Director to forward on to the MFCA for their contribution.  Discussions are taking place for the Workshop 2006.  The committee is looking at hiring a Key Note speaker.  Jody Price asked for suggestions for the workshop.  

Awards Committee – Fred Kennedy reported that two nominations for Hall of Flame have been received.  

Haz Mat Committee – Chief Simonds reported on the issue at hand.  

· Fredericton at the present time has province wide response.  

· Saint John preparing report for City Council and will be joining Fredericton.  

· The City of Fredericton will be covering 2/3rd of the province with Saint John covering 1/3.  

· The City of Moncton is presently considering a light team.  There is an assessment being carried out on this issue with the province and the City of Moncton.  

· The City of Bathurst is ready to go to council for a light team.  

· The City of Edmundston is on hold for the present time.

Fire Prevention Committee – Ernie Smith reported Fire Chief for the day winner is Maxime David Shippagan. 

Director meeting for Chaleur is the 14th of February, a new Board member will be appointed.  

Ernie Smith commented on the budget funding for the Fire Prevention Committee through the Province.  Acting Fire Marshal Ben Laroche reported the budget is under public safety and is divided among many areas.  Ernie Smith reported on behalf of the NBAFPO that they are not satisfied with the advertisement.  Ernie Smith noted that the Public Awareness regarding Education of Fire Safety throughout the province is not as it used to be.   The NBAFPO is looking into developing fire prevention material and would like the support of the NBAFC to take direction of self-support.  Ben Laroche reported there is staff that is in charge of the fire prevention campaign.  There is a national steering committee for fire prevention and education.   .   

EMS – No report – Chief Raymond LeBlanc Chair of the EMS committee will be invited to our next meeting.

Ad Hoc Committees – Red Lights

A meeting was held with C. O’Donnel of the Motor Vehicle Branch.  NBAFC ant further research carried out prior to approval.  It is agreed that red lights will be for Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs.  Mr. O’Donnel asked research be done outside Canada.  Chief Richardson stated there are red lights being used by Volunteer Departments in Main, USA.   Dan Rae noted the concerns that the Insurance Companies have and research will be helpful for justification for ELG.

Policy Analysis – Motion by Jody Price that a letter be send to the Minister of Public Safety requesting support for red light issue; move ahead and appoint a staff member to research this matter further, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.

License Plate – Committee meet and discussed Policy review,   

· Vehicle weight will be looked into.

· License fee changed to registration for each vehicle

· Updating of list, this should be done by the Board of directors for each association

· Committee is recommending the Industrial Chiefs receive plates; requirements must be a member of a structural Fire Brigade.

· Must be on standby for emergency call when off duty

· The President of the NBAFC will ensure the list sent by the Industrial Chiefs members cover these requirements.

Motion by D. Dalpe to accept these requirement as proposed by the license plate committee and the policy be updated, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Convention Committee – Dan LeBlanc of Saint John fire reported on the 2006 Convention.  Host hotel is the Delta Brunswick.

Department Education and Training – Reg Savoie

· 1055 certificates were awarded in 2005

· Training through out the province is continuing

· A site visit will be carried out with Waverly College, i.e. exams, etc.

· Workshop 2005 was a success

· Log Books for instructors are available, they are being translated and he is hoping to have them for the summer

Fire Marshal’s Report

· The Training Framework and the HazMat Program remains a high priority for  the reduced team size

· We are presently attempting to organize a meeting with NB Power with reference to reconnecting power when occupant is absent.   

· A second false alarm round table meeting took place on November 24, 2005. OFM recommends we continue to hold industry accountable to resolve their problems, but be prepared to take stronger actions (legislation on fines, inspection of installations?) if industry cannot improve the error rate without harsher incentives.  

· The following Fire Marshal bulletins were prepared and delivered also are inserted on Web site.
· The OFM supports Fire Chiefs and Deputy Fire Chiefs utilizing red light and siren in their personal vehicle to respond to emergency incidents.  

· The EFF training for wild land firefighting was brought to the New Brunswick Fire Service Training Standard Advisory committee (NBFSTSAC) for their consideration and recommendation.  The committee rejected the proposition and agreed that the EFF training should be a stand-alone course taught by DNR specialists.

· Position for Miramichi will be filled in spring.



· Fire Death in 2006: 1 (Edmundston)

· In preparation of the 2005 report 

· Fire Deaths: 8

· Annual Report 2004 At translation  

· Fire Prevention Week  - Fire Prevention Week October 8-14
At Home – Fire Safety is Your Responsibility!

La prévention des incendies… ça commence chez soi!
Launch: October 7, 2006

The launch for Fire Prevention Week 2006 will be hosted by the Oromocto Fire Department and Acting Chief Jody Price.  This will be part of their 50th Anniversary.  We invite all fire departments to attend. 

· Steering Committee:

Three meetings to date; our last meeting was Friday January 27th to discuss materials and packages for fire prevention week 2006.  It is the intention of the steering committee to provide the fire prevention materials to the fire departments in New Brunswick at an affordable rate and in a timely fashion. 

· Fire Safety Gazette - The Office of the Fire Marshal wrote the fire safety gazette for 2005, after translation it was sent to the Department of Education.

· Prize Presentations - The Fire Chief for a day 2006 was Maxime David 4 ½ year old from the Acadian Peninsula. This year’s prizes were a Book Bag, sponsored by the N.B.A.F.C., Canadian Tire Foundation for Families has donated fire extinguishers and smoke alarms.  The N.B.A.F.C. donated Sparky Dolls and the N.B.A.F.P.O. donated First aid kits and flashlights once again thank you. The Rothesay, Hampton and Moncton fire departments provided various trinkets.

Bilingual Posters are being designed Fire Prevention Week and will be distributed to the fire service in New Brunswick. There will be 5,000 posters printed and distributed to all fire departments to display in their communities.  

Pamphlets have been designed are available in limited quantities; please contact your regional fire marshal for materials.

Youth Fire setters intervention - The youth fire setter’s intervention teams have delivered the program to a number of New Brunswick children.  With the recent school fire in Hampton the local team has been activated and will be delivering the program to the two individuals identified in this unfortunate fire situation.  The Rothesay Regional fire department and the Saint John and Moncton Fire departments to name a few have been very active with the Youth Fire Setter Intervention program in 2005. If you do not have a representative of your department conducting the program, please contact Regional Fire Marshal Dave Gallant at the Saint John office, he will assist you in your needs.
Fire Investigation - During the year 2005, a total of 113 fires were investigated.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL FIRE SERVICES

If you need the assistance of a Regional Fire Marshal for a fire investigation, you shall call PMCC at all times.  From that call, the PMCC operator will page the duty Regional Fire Marshal will return your call.  PMCC: 506-453-7171 or 1- 866 – 942-9628
Make sure that you can be reached by phone and that you have all the information of the fire scene you want us to investigate.  We would preferably like to talk the Incident Commander, (Chief, Assistant-Chief, Captain, etc.). The RCMP Detachment members shall secure the fire scene and could contact us through PMCC if requested by the Incident Commander.  It has been notice that most of the time; the RCMP member does no have or has very little information of the fire.  It is important for the Regional Fire Marshals to gather the necessary information that is necessary to evaluate the situation at your fire scene. 

 The Regional Fire Marshal, Hubert Morin, will present a 1-hour presentation of this Basic Information Training at the NBAFPO in April 2006.

Fire Investigation Training

Manitoba has a new curriculum inline with NFPA 1033, 2003 Edition, we still waiting for the program before a certified course is offer.

Fire Service Awards - The Chancellery’s office in Ottawa is requesting two members of the NBAFC to take part on the New Brunswick Board with Norman Thibodeau.  The previous members were Glen Tate, Saint John FD and Burt Fusks, Fredericton FD.  We would like to have one career and one volunteer Chief representing the Fire Service.

NBFSTSAC Meeting - schedule for April in Fredericton

· Requires one members representing the NBAFC

· We presented the proposed Partnership with Nova Scotia.

· The NBAFAI made a presentation on fire investigation training.

Truck Standard Committee - The committee has not met since June 2005 and will be meeting in February.  It is projected that approx 8 emergency vehicles will purchase in 2006. 

Fire Service Examination Process

· RFM Dallas Boudreau is the coordinator for the examination 

· A new exam registration sheet has been developed, and is in use. This helps in the tracking of fire department requests and personnel taking the exam 

· In 2006 we would like to have an average of 10 students per request
· In the year2005 we have delivered 1828 exams

Hazmat Program/Training – Updates on the present City’s that carry out Haz Mat Response.
· The HazMat Budget has been fully committed for 2005/ 2006 and will be moving forward with the 2006/ 2007 budget.

· The Hazmat Technician course at RST in Saint John was given by NSFS and was IFSAC accredited.


Fire Extinguisher Licenses Renewal for year 2006  
Dan Rae – Environment Local Government 

· Medical 1st responder is an active file and it does require legislative amendments.  Minister Holder has not received correspondence supporting this file from the NBAFC. Discussions with Mario Godin are on going regarding rescue in the fire service.  This also requires a legislative amendment. Chief Hamer noted that with the amount of meetings being held with Provincial Ministers and this issue is in government reports, such as the report from the Office of the Corner he does not fell a letter will make a difference.  Motion by Jody Price to send correspondence supporting this issue, as well noting the amount of meetings with the Executive and Ministers which were held to discuss this issue, 2nd Doug Hamer, motion carried.  

Regional Directors Reports

Miramichi Valley – Robert Stevenson asked of the status of Bill C273.  Chief Hamer advised that there have been session held where the fire service were able to present there concerns. The committee voted down the presentation.   Motion made by Doug Hamer that the NBAFC send correspondence to all the Members of Parliament in New to move forward with Bill C273 in support of the Volunteer Fire Fighters, 2nd Rob Simonds, motion carried.

Chaleur District – Ernie Smith reported they were having problems with the length of time it takes to repair communication equipment.   

Northwest – Ken Akerley submitted a request to host the 2007 Convention in Grand Falls,  2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Elsipoglog Allan Peters – no report

Southeast – Greg Patridge reported good turnouts to the meetings. They are having a Day training April 29th.  This training will be held in Riverview.  

The Southeastern Fire Fighters Association submitted Resolution 2006-1 Hours of training Level 1 and 11.  This issue was discussed and Reg Savoie was going to check into the hours for training with the Waverley College to compare with New Brunswick.

It was suggested by Jeff Richardson for Reg to compare the amount of hours spent by the New Brunswick instructors.  

Fundy District – Training is on-going

Captial District – Training is on-going

Central Valley – Mike Walton reported Level 1 & 11 has been written.  

Mike also commented the time it takes for the Corner to arrive on scene for an auto extrication.

Royal District – Allen Woods 

· Training being carried out by Royal 

· $ 500.00 will be put towards Fire Prevention Adds at Christmas

· Royal District wants to reiterate that they do not support the Fenety Marketing campaign.

· Royal District has invited the Corners office and Office of the Fire Marshal to their next meeting.

Industrial Chiefs – Denis Dalpe reported the Industrial Chiefs now are a member of the Fire Prevention Officers Committee

Main Issue of discussion at present is training under NFPA 1081. They will be meeting with Reg Savoie to get the curriculum ready.

President Travel – Chief Hamer updated Fred Kennedy on the 1st meeting held with government officials and suggested this is a good meeting to attend.  President Kennedy will also represent the Association at the MFCA in Gander.

Life Membership – Fred Kennedy nominated Gordon Baird & Don Moreau for Life Membership, motion by Doug Hamer to accept this nomination and to invite them to the Convention 2006 for presentation, 2nd Denis Dalpe, motion carried

Motion by Doug Hamer for the NBAFC to insert a half page advertisement for the 34th Anniversary for the Northwest FF Association, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned.
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