Volunteer Chiefs Meeting May 21, 2005

Miramichi City
Meeting called to order.  Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved as submitted, motion by Reginald Savoie to accept minutes as read, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.  Chief Maurice Godin asked on the status of the red lights for Volunteer Service.  Chief Savoie reported that Wayne Goodwin is no longer Chief in Sackville.  Maurice Godin was asked if he would like to chair this committee and he accepted.

Reginald Savoie welcomed all members to the meeting.  He reported that Chief Ken Akerley of Northwest has agreed to take over the position of Chairman for Volunteer Chiefs Committee.  Reginald Savoie again asked the members to appoint a person from each association to sit on this committee, this way all Associations can receive any information that is forwarded to their member. Reginald Savoie stated that if members are not interested perhaps this committee should be dissolved.

Reginald Savoie reported there have been no meetings in 2005 as there were no issues brought forward for discussion.

Reg informed the membership that he has been appointed to the position of Director for Fire Service Co-coordinator.  He advised the membership to call him at any time if they have any questions. He also informed the membership that there has been no feedback regarding the new Log Books and policy regarding NBCC therefore; he presumes all members are satisfied.  

John McLauglin Fire Marshal – Fire Marshal stated the importance of the Volunteer Chiefs committee through the NBAFC and hoped this committee would remain a working committee.   He stated the role of the Fire Marshal’s office is to work with the Fire Service.  He thanked the CVFSA for the speakers they had at the conference.  All comments were very positive.  He also thanked Sandy McKinnon for the outstanding work he did for the conference.  The Fire Marshal also commented on the work carried out by President Doug Hamer over the past two years, his devotion to the fire service is impeccable and Chief Hamer gives his all towards helping the Fire Service.  

Items being focused on in the Office of the Fire Marshal:

· Fire reporting system in on line and the Fire Marshal reported he is very pleased with the statistics these reports are giving the office.  

· Occupancy load 

· Red lights for volunteer fire service

· Reorganization of the offices within Public Safety will provide the ability to investigate fires

· Focus on Fire Prevention activities will be carried out.

· Fire Prevention Act is being worked on with changes being recommended

Fire Marshal expressed his thanks and gratitude to Leandre Rousselle for the work he does for the fire service on the side of Training within the service.  Special thanks went to Leon Ross for the work he has carried out for the fire service throughout the province of New Brunswick.   Leon was always available when asked to attend regional meetings as well as the training of the Provincial Fire Fighters; our best regards go to Leon.

President Doug Hamer asked the members to remain for the Annual Meeting, as there will be an election of officers.

President Hamer reported on meetings being held with government officials regarding hours of training for the wild land fire-fighting course.  The hours of training will be changed from 16 hours to 8 or 9 hours.  This will be made part of the Level 1 Program.

There have been some comments from DNR regarding coveralls.  They have agreed to make them available to the fire fighters at the fire scene and they are to be returned to DNR after the incident.  Over 80% of the fire departments have received the Wild Land Fire Fighter Training.

911 and Fire Dispatch – The province has made a decision that the RCMP will be opting out of the 911 dispatching system.  The Province will take the over the PSAP committee. The members for the NBAFC are Chief Rob Simonds Saint John Fire, Chief Larry Greer Rothesay Fire Department, Chief Mario Godin Robertville and Chief Charles LeBlanc Dieppe Fire Department.

FLOOR OPEN FOR DISCUSSION

Reginald Savoie asked the members if there was anyone who would be interested in sitting on the Volunteer Chiefs committee to forward their names to the Executive Director.

Chief Mario Godin stated there is a rumour throughout the province of Private Schools for fire fighters.  The fire marshal replied that the Fire Marshal’s office is responsible for the training of the fire fighters in New Brunswick.  He stated it is not his place to comment on this issue.  The Fire Marshal advised the members that his office is trying to obtain a Training Officer for the Provinces to cover the nine regional districts.  Mr. Leandre Rousselle, NBCC gave his comments on the privatization of Fire Fighter Training Schools in the province of New Brunswick.

Hebert Morin OFM Northwest reported he has members who are writing exams and are not passing the exams and cannot understand why.    Leandre Rousselle stated the members should be asking is it the problems, which they see, as there are times when the questions are not understood.  He noted that if any member needs an instructor to discuss the issues there are staff available to assist them.

Prior to the conclusion of the Volunteer Chiefs meeting Reginald Savoie thanked the Sandy McKinnon and the committee members for hosting such a beautiful conference.

President Hamer expressed his appreciation to all for the work carried out over the past two years.

Meeting adjourned

