ANNUAL MEETING

MAY 21, 2005

MIRAMICHI CITY

Motion by Ken Akerley to open the 28th Annual Meeting of the NBAFC, 2nd Ernie Smith, motion carried.

Motion by Clifton Furrow, 2nd Sandy McKinnon to accept minutes of 27th Annual Meeting of NBAFC, motion carried.

President Report 

Motion to accept Allan Woods, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

1st. Vice President – Reg Savoie advised the members of his retirement from the fire service and due to conflict of interest he can no longer stay on the executive of the NBAFC.  Reg thanked the members for their support over the past years while serving with the fire service.  Motion to by Ken Akerley to accept report, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

2nd Vice President Rob Simonds – reported on the issues which have been executed within the past year and also commented on the attention which the NB Fire Service is now receiving from the government of New Brunswick.  He thanked President Hamer for his commitment to the NBAFC while serving on the executive.  Motion Mario Godin to accept report, 2nd David Murphy, motion carried.

Past President – Gordon Baird thanked the membership for their support over the years while working on the Board and the Executive, he also advised of his retirement within the fire service and the NBAFC.  Gordon Baird reiterated the comments of the 2nd VP regarding the commitment of President Hamer.  Motion by Sandy MacKinnon to accept report 2nd Fred Kennedy, Motion carried

Legislation & Resolution Committee – No report

Convention 2005 – Don Moreau congratulated the committee for their work on the 2005 convention.  The working committee gave time and dedication and they are to be commended for the hours of planning for the 2005 conference.    

Don reported that the 2006 conference would be held in Saint John, N.B.  The dates for next years conference has been changed to May 26, 27 and 28th, 2006.

Motion to accept by Dan Saint Lauren, 2nd Raymond Leblanc, on the question Chief Simonds thanked Don for his report and explained the issue regarding the necessity to change the dates was due to Hotel availability, motion carried

Fund Raising Committee – Don Moreau reported Fenety Marketing have collected a total of  $ 67,246.00.  Two Thousand dollars was distributed to each of the eight regions throughout the province to be utilized for training.  Motion to accept report Marcel Cormier, 2nd Charlie Kavanaugh, motion carried.

Health & Safety – Mario Godin reported contact has been made with WHSCC.  There have been no changes that could affect the fire service.  One item was communication with firefighters inside a building at a structure fire.  This issue will be looked at.  If there are issues of concern please forward. Motion Glen Northrup, 2nd Mark Perry, motion carried.

Training & Education – Jody Price reported on the upcoming workshop to be held September 16 & 17, 2005.  He advised the membership of the continuous updates on the web site of the NBAFC and registration can also be done on line.   Registration number for this year will be set at 250.  There were problems with over expenditures due to the preparation for one number and not everyone showing up.  Also correspondence will be forwarded to the Chief advising of attendance.    There will be a registration fee of 

$ 25.00

Committee on accreditation will be set up this year.  Certification will remain for the members who do not have accreditation.  Moved to accept report Ernie Smith, 2nd Dan Young, motion carried

Awards committee – Fred Kennedy reported there have been two applicants approved for induction into the Hall of Flame.  Recipients are:  Gordon Baird, Pennfield Fire Department, Deputy Chief Leon Ross Neguac Fire Department.  Motion to accept report as submitted by Ken Akerley, 2nd Terry Cooper, motion carried

Haz Mat Committee – Chief Simonds reported there is one functional team within the province.  The challenge facing departments are the financial aspect Labor Relations.  Discussion regarding models of large and light teams has been discussed with the committee.  Further information will be available to the members once contracts are signed. Moved for adoption of report Rob Simonds, 2nd Marion Godin, motion carried.

NBAFPO – Ernie Smith reported on items discussed over the past year.  The Annual Workshop was held in Campbellton.  A major concern is Haz Mat.  RCMP is available for the association to educate members on chemicals, which are in our province.  Ernie stated that the quarterly executive meetings are not be attending.  He advised the members there will be a workshop held June 8 & 9 concerning NFPA 96 at the Riverview Fire Department.  All items for the NBAFPO are on the web.  Ernie recommended departments go through their communities to educate public on fire safety and fire education.  Workshop 2006 will be held in Moncton. Moved to accept report Ernie Smith, 2nd Yvon Pelletier, motion carried.

License Plates – Gordon Baird reported there are over 5000 fire fighters presently on the NBAFC database.  Gordon reported on some issues of concern, i.e. getting updated information in on time for distribution to the MV Branch.  There is a resolution be brought forward regarding the Industrial Fire Fighters License Plates.  Motion to accept report by G. Baird, 2nd Maurice Godin, motion carried.

911 PSAP – report given at Volunteer Chiefs meeting.

Apparatus Committee – Normand Thibideau reported on the meetings held during the past year.  Specifications of apparatus have been looked at as the old specifications did not meet ULC 2000.  Report will be forwarded to the departments when available. Moved by Glen Northrup to accept report, 2nd Ray LeBlanc, motion carried.

Permanent Chiefs – Chief Simonds reported there have been three meetings held during the past year. 

Items of discussion covered:

· Labour management issues

· DNR Fire Fighter Training

· Security Alarms – residential 

Moved by Chief Simonds to accept report, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Nominating Committee – No report

Web Master Mario Durette – Mario updated the members on the information, which is now available on the web site.  He asked the membership for suggestions for implementation to the web site.  He asked the Fire Chiefs to ask their fire fighters to send him their email address.  Cambridge Narrows asked Mario for a training session at one of our workshops.  Mario suggested a request go to the Training Committee.

Regional Reports – No reports other than the following two regions.

Chauleur District – Resolution to be presented during new business.

Miramichi Valley - Sandy McKinnon reported on the training being held within their association.  This training is being done through the money received from the Fenety campaign.  

DNR – Sandy McKinnon reported on the wild land fire fighter training and asked that if anyone had issues please report the matters to him.  Motion to accept report Yvon Pelletier, 2nd Marcel Cormier, motion carried.

Industrial Chiefs – No report

DETC – Leandre Rousselle thanked the NBAFC, Office of the Fire Marshal and members for the support they have shown towards the NBCC over the past year.  Communication has improved between all parties has improved.  

Items over the past years  

· 850 certificates issued throughout the province.  He noted that he has never seen this amount in his history with the college.  

· over 250 fire fighters/officers attended the 2004 Training Workshop.  

· Haz mat training program is ongoing and doing very well

· Log books have been issued and should anyone have questions please contact Reg Savoie.  The new log book can be adopted easily for the 4 blocks in fire fighting.

Moved by Fred Kennedy to accept report, 2nd Sandy McKinnon motion carried.

OFM – Fire Marshal John McLaughlin reported on the following:

· Common stream of Training

· Operational Support to the fire service and response from Fire Marshal’s offices.

· Two fire deaths to date.  The Fire Marshal noted the importance of installing fire alarms and education to the public to continue checking alarms.

Fire Marshal introduced his staff and the roles they play for his office.  He advised the members to contact his office at any time should they require any information.  He thanked his staff for their continuous dedication to the Office of the Fire Marshal.  He expressed his gratitude to the NBAFC for the work carried out as reiterated to the Membership they are the voice of the fire service.

Motion to accept report Sandy McKinnon, 2nd Rob Simonds, motion carried.

New Business

Resolution 2005-2 - Department of Environment & Local Government (DOE&LG) has adopted an Open Fire Burning Regulation # 97-133 under the Air Quality Act. Request that NBAFC enter into discussions with the proper authorities of each agency, DNRE and DOE&LG to establish proper means of communications to its citizens in regards to open fire burning within the province and establish that the fire service has no interest in enforcing any policy which does not fall under the direction of the Fire Prevention Act.

Motion to accept Resolution 2005-2 Greg Patridge, 2nd Raymond Leblanc, on the question, Sandy McKinnon, representing DNR stated that air quality is year round and agrees with the resolution as submitted, motion carried.

Resolution 2005-3   Modify the License Plate Policy to reflect the inclusiveness of the Members of the Industrial Fire Fighters Brigade in the Province of New Brunswick.  Motion by Ken Akerley to accept Rescolution 2005-3, 2nd Patrick Walsh, motion carried.

Convention 2006 will be held in the City of Saint John.  Due to the availability of hotels a request to change to date of the conference to May 26, 27, and 28th, 2006.  

Rescue within the Fire Service – Mario Godin recommended a motion that whereas there is not a clear definition regarding Rescue or it is not included in any provincial regulation, the NBAFC should hereby work towards the resolution matter, in the same manner it resolved the medical first responers.  2nd Ernie Smith, Motion carried.

Chief Rob Simonds spoke on the recognition of Dr. John Benoit to honorary member of the NBAFC.  Dr. J. Benoit is publishing a book through Fire Fighter Canada.  Chief Simonds made a motion that the association donates $ 500.00 to Dalhousie University to facilitate cost, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Sandy McKinnon made a motion that the NBAFC design a transportation case for the Hall of Flame pictures, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Election of Officers

Position of President:   Motion by Rob Stevenson to nominate Fred Kennedy for the position of President, 2nd Jody Price, motion carried.

Position of 1st VP – Motion by Mario Godin that Rob Simonds move up to the position of 1st Vice President, 2nd Glen Northrup, motion carried.

Position 2nd VP – three nominations  

Jody Price nominated by Sandy McKinnon, 2nd John Bedford

Danny Young Nominated Allan Wood Cumberland Bay

Etienne Therault nominated Maurice Godin – Notre Dames des Erables

Ballots were distributed to the Membership – Jody Price elected to the position of 

2nd Vice President.

Motion to adjourn.
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