Motion by Greg Patridge to accept minutes of January 2005, 2nd Mario Godin, Motion carried.

Financial Report – Bank balance to the end of March 2005 - $ 102,775.04

President Hamer asked for volunteers to serve on the Nomination Committee for 2005.  No volunteers. The position of 2nd VP and President are required for the Annual meeting.

Committee Reports:

Legislation & Resolution 

Two resolutions have been sent to Government officials regarding Training and Pre Employment.  Correspondence has been received from the Minister with no offer to meet with the executive to date.  Ben Laroche reported no answer has been received due to the outcome of the proposed study of the Assistant Deputy Minister.  The results will be reflected in this study.

Resolution regarding occupancy in liquor establishments – correspondence has been sent to government office.  Ernie Smith President of NBAFPO reported that Al Spurrel will be contacting the President of NBAFC regarding this issue.

Funding Raising – Don Moreau reported $ 64,027.42 has been raised through the marketing campaign.  

Convention 2005 – Convention plans are on-going.  Don Moreau thanked the Office of the Fire Marshal for their support in the Fire Fighter Games.

Discussion of the high cost for translation for Sunday May 22,2005 was discussed at length.  Motion by Jody Price that the translation service not be offered for the Canadian Volunteer Fire Service’s annual meeting on Sunday, 2nd Fred Kennedy, motion carried

Convention for 2006 will be hosted by the Saint John Fire Department.  

Health & Safety – Mario Godin still has no reply from his contact.  The resolution was in regards to radio communication while fire fighters was fighting structural fires.  Informed Mario to contact Ron Grenier of Occupational Health & Safety.

Education & Training – Jody Price reported on the 2005 Workshop.  They are preparing for 275 registrations.  This workshop will be held on September 16 & 17, 2005.  Request for funding form the Maritime Fire Chiefs will be decided at the July conference.  

Awards committee – three applications have been received for the Hall of Flame.  Motion by Jody Price to accept Chief Gordon Baird and Deputy Chief Leon Ross as this years recipients, 2nd Ernie Smith.  Motion Carried.

Marc Sauvé, ULC gave a demonstration on Fire Apparatus testing.
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Haz Mat Committee – Rob Simonds reported discussions are being held regarding the amount of teams for the Province.  Funding remains an issue.  Discussions are still on going.  Within the next four to six weeks we should know the amount of teams, which will be developed.  

Fire Prevention Committee –  

· Annual Meeting NBAFPO – April 13-15,2005 Campbellton.  It was suggested that this meeting join with the NBAFC annual conference so the volunteer fire fighters could attend.  Ernie will bring this issue to the meeting for discussion.

EMS – Mario Godin reported he is drafting a letter to go to the Minister regarding 1st responder calls in local service districts.

PSAP – no report

LSD Apparatus Committee – S. Whalen reported on the ULC changes and the committee will be comparing to the LSD Body Specifications and will be rewriting the specifications if necessary.  A postproduction meeting is scheduled with the Office of the Fire Marshal.  Chassis specification is held due to the ULC changes.

Permanent Chiefs – No report

Volunteer Chiefs – No meetings have been held.  Ken Akerley of Northwest is the newly appoint Chair to this committee.

License Plate Committee – Gordon Baird reported there are 4895 registered fire fighers who have NB Fire Fighter  plates.  He recommended to that the Board allow Industrial Chiefs to obtain plates.  Motion by Gordon Baird that the Board of Directors review the policy of the FF License plates and resubmit the Industrial Chiefs to apply for license plates, 2nd Stan Mullin. On the question “Rob Simonds asked for an update on the issue of license plates. After lengthy discussion another motion was made by Mario Godin to table this issue to the committee for review and bring to the annual meeting, 2nd Rob Simonds, motion carried.   

Barry Stuart – Canadian Fallen Fire Fighter demonstration and explanation of what this association involves.

DNR – Tim Greer reported on the upcoming season.  The weather stations will be on line starting Monday the 11th of April.  Training has been carried out in Region 3 and will be completed within three weeks.  Region 4 is on going.  Training on the Incident Command System has been developed and tabletop exercise is being done.  Training will be completed for this fire season.  Aircrafts will be available May 1st, however the can be provided if necessary.

OFM – Ben LaRoche report on the examination process.   There will be additional Assistant Fire Marshals carrying out exams throughout the province.  He stated that should a department want exams they are to contact NBCC and it will be coordinated through the OFM.  Viewing of examination of correction.  Mr.Laroche explained the process of the examinations and this cannot be done, however, they can advise what area the member is weak in.

NBAFI – Dave Keating reported there has been no meeting since his last report.  The plans to have the basic investigative training package ready for evaluation by the NB Fire Service Training Standards Advisory Committee for April 1 did not materialize.  It is the intention of the association to hold a meeting in late May or June to approve the training curriculum and supportive material for submission to the Chairman for consideration at their next meeting. The NBAFI are remaining committed to the delivery of this type of awareness training.

DTED – Reg Savoie reported that fire fighter training has been held throughout the province.  He suggested a meeting with the instructors be held to assist him.  Each association who has instructors are asked to forward their names to Reg Savoie at the college.

Ernie Smith reported on purchasing problems.  The only item being able to purchase is fuel.  Mario Godin reiterated the problem. S. Whalen reported she would advise Dan Rae of this issue.  Doug Hamer asked the members to send their comments to him and a letter would be drafted and sent to the Minister.

Aboriginal Association – Allen Peters reported the association is having problems with funding.  There is not enough funding available for meetings to be held.  Doug Hamer suggested a letter be sent to Indian Affairs regarding assistance.

President Report 

· Report made available to the Board of Directors regarding the President’s CAFC Conference in Ottawa.  A copy of the CAFC’s policy was also made available.

· President reported on Bill C-273.  He noted the importance of the members getting in touch with their MLA.

· Correspondence has been sent to Minister of Training & Education regarding resolutions submitted at the annual meeting of 2004.

· Wildland Fire Fighter training

· Meetings have been held with Heather Harrison, Project Manager 911 Dispatch Project.  Four individuals have been appointed to the Provincial Steering Committee

· Chief Larry Greer – Rothesay

· Chief Mario Godin – Robertville 

· Chief Charles LeBlanc – Dieppe

· Chief Rob Simonds – Saint John

· Update on Premier’s Round Table pre-budget Consultation.

Report 1st Vice President 

· New policies have been developed and will be inserted on the web site.

· There are new logbooks available.  They are not bilingual however they have been printed in the language of your choice. 

· Certificate in your language of choice are available, however when completing the registration form complete the French side and a French certificate will be forwarded to you.

No report 2nd Vice President.

Capital District – Jody Price reported the training is on going.  The Fredericton Legal department has developed a mutual aid agreement.  This will be sent out to the members upon completion.  Wildland Fire Fighter training is being carried out; Jody Price stated that he is very impressed with this course.

Central Valley – No report

Chauleur – Mario Godin reported with the concerns of the new financial policy. This will be looked into.

Fundy District – Jeff Richardson reported training on Fire Fighter 1 and hazardous material has been held.  Regionalization is also being discussed.  Next association meeting will be in May.

Miramichi – Fred Kenndy stated the training is on going with five to six departments. The majority of the work is planning the conference.

Northwest – Ken Akerley reported on the Level 1 Course being carried out.  Bill C273 was discussed among their association.  He reported on the death of Don Akerley 2004 recipient of the Hall of Flame.

Royal District – Alan Wood reported on the Level 1 and Ice Rescue training.  Also a resolution for Defensive Driver training will be brought forward to the Annual meeting. He reported that he could not get any volunteers from his group for the nominating or volunteer committee, however no one showed any interest.

Southeastern FF – Greg Patridge had no report.

Industrial Chiefs – Stan Mullin reported on the work being done in regards to the standard 1081 for training of Industrial fire fighters.  They are still trying to get this standard forward.

Travel Expenses – Motion by Ernie Smith that the travel expenses of the NBAFC be linked to the expense rates of the Provincial Government, 2nd Gordon Baird, on the question amend motion to exclude hotel rates, motion carried.

FF License Plate Data – Reg Savoie asked if this data could be used to contact various members.  He was informed the OFM has an updated list of all fire department with personal numbers as well as fire department numbers.

Appointment of Honorary Member – Doug Hamer and 1st VP Reg Savoie changed positions for the following motion.

Motion by Doug Hamer that John Benoit of Dalhousie University Henson College be made an honorary member of the NBAFC, 2nd Gordon Baird, motion carried.

Chief Keating reported the arbitration award in Miramichi City.

Mario Godin suggested that the Board members be provided with golf shirts for identification purposes while attending the conference. Motion by Jody Price golf shirts be purchased for the Directors and Executive of the NBAFC, 2nd Mario Godin, motion carried.

Motion to adjourn Gordon Baird, 2nd Reg Savoie.

